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) JOURNAL OF GENERAL BUTLER. 


It will be seen by the preceding article that Gen. Butler, was one of 
the Commissioners appointed to hold treaties with the Northern and West- 
ern Indians, and'in performance of that duty he attended at Fort. Stan- 
wix. He subsequently attended at Fort McIntosh, and in September, 
1785, he left his home in Carlisle to proceed to the Miami to hold a trea- 
ty there. 

The Journal kept by him during that expedition was, placed in our 
hands many years ago by his son, the late gallant and estimable Captain 
James R. Butler, and we now publish it. ; 

The Journal will be found interesting, and the collection and preserva- 
tion of such documents is one of the principal purposee of the Olden 


Time. 











Monday, September 9th, 1785. 

I this day parted from my loved little family. I proceeded to Ship- 
pensburgh ii company with the Hon. Col. James Monroe, a member of 
Congress from the State of Virgirtia, a gentleman very young for a plate 
in thet honorable body ; but a man well ‘read, very sensible, highly im- 
pressed with the vonsequerice and dignity of the federal Unioti, and a de- 
termined supporter of it in its fullest latitude. 

We had raihy weather for three days, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
Stayed on’ Saturday at Shippensburgh, set out on Sunday, came to Lit- 
tlétom, thence Betlford, Stony Creek, Proctor’s, widow Myets’ atid was 
met near the Bullock Pens by Col: B. and other gentlemen. Arrived at 
Fort Pitt on the 16th where we remained variously employed, till the 26th! 
I visited ’‘my-Jands on the Allegheny and Plumb Creek, which I am much 
Pleased ‘with, there being room for great improvement. 

Monday), Sept. 26th. 

‘After hiaVitig Waited for wagons, which we passed on the road between 
i atid “Fort ' Pitt, tntill this day. Thad three boats loaded with 

go0ds forthe treaty, and one large scow with provisions for the troops, 
and set out for Fort McIntosh. One’of the boats struck on d sand-bank « 
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at the lower end of Irvin’s s Island,* r no harm done. 
bad all through the narrows, which retarded the head boat very much. 
We got to Logstown before sunset and encamped ; the scow did not ar- 
rive. The whole of this day has been cold, windy and rainy. Lay on 
board our boat very comfortably. Col. M——, having been some time 
confined to a close room, he caught cold. 

Plumbs are very plenty here. I find the old fields are quite grown up 
with shrubs, which has destroyed their beautiful appearance and verdure. 
There is still a great,deal.of fine blue grass among the plumb trees and 
other bushes. 


Tuesday, Sept. 27th. 
Breakfasted at 8 o’clock, and set off for Fort McIntosh, where we ar- 
rived at 11 o’clock; was received by the Sommanding officer very po- 
litely ; dined with him and some other officers. Expected Capt. O’Hara 
who promised to be at Fort McIntosh this evening with Col. M——— and 
my horses, but did not arrive. 














Wednesday, Sept. 28th. 

Had the goods left in store overhauled and sent, to the shore for load- 
ing ; had them down on the beach at 12 o’clock. Deferred. loading till 
evening in expectation of a large boat lately bought from Mr. Hulings, 
capable of receiving the whole. This day cloudy and looks for rain. 
No boat arrived ; rain in the night. 

Thursday, Sept. 29th. 

Had every thing loaded and ready to set off in for the, troops, 
I had wrote from Fort Pitt to Col. Harmer to have the troops in readiness 
Which he had done; and I'believe they are good men, but not so well 
clothed as I wish, being new, recruits, and no.clothing arrived for them. 
At 12 o’clock I was ,requested to review, and _receiye them. , On my ar- 
rival in the gartison the troops were wheeled, marched, and went through, 
some exercise pretty well. 'Phis done, they, were formed and Captaim 
Finney brought foyward and informed that he. is to receivevhis orders from: 
the Commissioners, 1 then. order the, Major, to look at, and, lay outa, 
proper number of boats sufficient-to, receive such part of the troops as,are 
not employed in rowing down ,the public stores and proyisions., ‘This 
was immediately done, and the number of men told off for each, boat,and, 
flat, who got on board immediately ; the remainder then embarked, and, 
the whole sailed at three o’clock, P. M., Just as they wee setting, out, 
the horses arréved, and Were put into.a scow, and set, off. 

Friday, Sept. 30th... 

I remained on the ground to see that, nothing, was left, and. to write 
some, papers of consequence which I cémmitted to the care of Col. Har- 
mer to deliver to Mrs., Butler, in Carlisle, with a, paper for himself, ¢on- 
taining ig, my Ppinion of the. mouth of Muskingum being a,very proper 


s ~* This ie, is the. Ieland now called Leng y Island, Gen. vie claimed it, but an a alder: 
| title in Neville, Simms and Heth prevailed. 
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place for a post to cover the frontier inhabitants, prevent intruding set- 
tlers on the lands of the United States, and secure the surveyors of the 
United States. Just as I was going to strike my tent, Capt. O’Hara/ar- 
| rived ; he says in excuse for not being punctual to his promise in com- 
ing here the 27th inst., that the wagons for which we had waited arriv- 
ed, and he brought on our tents, sails, and clothing for Indian Chiefs. 
Also, tools for the use of the troops, had them all put into a small boat 
and set off at 11 o’clock to overtake the other boats, found the water very 
shallow to the mouth of Racoon Creek four miles below Fort McIntosh. 
The wind rose and blew severe, met with shoal water and rocks, came to 
one Witherows who keeps a ferry eight miles below McIntosh, passed. an 
Island just below Witherows, south side, struck on a rock, very rocky in 
several places. About 3 o’clock P. M., arrived at the line of the State 
of Pennsylvania, at which place we found the geographer, Mr. Hutchins 
and the United States surveyors; they had made a beginning at right 
angles on the west line of the State, at the post set up by Mr. Ritten- 
house, and had gone on westward six miles, the breadth of one range of 
townships on which Capt. Martin begins to-morrrow, having won it by 
lots ; the other gentlemen will follow in rotation, and some are very anx- 
jous to get to business. The gentlemen were very polite, and seemed 
happy to'see us. Capt. Hutchins had a very good dinner ready, which 
we partook of with great pleasure,ms it was with a set of gentlemen whe 
are the fitst at work on a fund whieh will eventually, and I think ing 
short, time extinguish the debt of the United States, and fix a pefntanent 
prosperity on legal right for millions of people. 

I felt a little uneasiness on hearjag Capt. H. mention that if the In- 
dian chiefs did not come to him he would instantly quit the business and 
return, as he could not think himself and people safe. 1 conversed with 
Capt. M. a very sensible young gentleman; I gave him as my opinion, 
that they should go on as soon as the‘ geographer had run a sufficient dis- 
tance én the west line for them to begin, and that I felt confident the In- 
dians would not attempt to injure them ‘until they gave them warning ; 
until which time I think it would betray a timidity that should not be 
‘shown by public officers. 

I felt also. uneasy at a private conversation with Gen. I—r, who told © 
me he found himself rather unhappy at the haughty and unaccommoda- 
ting conduct of Gapt. H I told him as an old brother officer, that 
he must not let these matters interfere with the public interest; that, let 
what would happen on the ground, for the sake of their characters, no 
dissension should take place. This he thought reasonable, and told me 
he was determined nothing of the kind shall cause him to do any thing 
that may in least delay the business. I also conversed with Maj. Pa—r 
onthe above subjects, who seems fully determined to forward the busi- 
hess; indeed I am of the opinion the whole of the gentlemen will do all 
in. their power. After dinner Capt. O’Hara and another boat with stores 
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which arrived this morning, he put in also and was treated in the same 
_manner as we had been. 

I went to view the line, which Mr. Rittenhouse and his assistants have 
run between the State of Pennsylvania and the lands of the United States, | 
It bears all the marks of correct judgement, wisdom, and care in the'exe- 
cution, and will be a lasting monument of: his excellence in this kind of 
business ; it is open, well marked, and I am told so correct as to vary but 
1-10 of an inch in forty miles. They have gone on the north side of 
Ohio towards Lake Erie, about thirty miles. Mr. Rittenhouse is returned 
to Philadelphia, and in his absence it is continued under the direction of 
one Mr. Ellicott, of the State of Maryland. I saw one Irvine who had 
come from Cumberland river in a boat ; he arrived at Fort McIntosh just 
the evening before.I set out. He says he met Gen. Clark below Sciota 
a small distance, the 13th inst.,on his way to the falls of the Ohio. He 
says he met with the wife of one Doolan whose husband and two chil- 
dren were murdered by the Indians on Pish Creek, on the 20th instant, 
Their conduct was very extraordinary. They came to the door and 
knocked very early in the morning, the man rose out of bed and was shot | 
through the door which broke his thigh; on his falling; the door was | 
broke in by the Indians, who tomahocked him and two children; the | 
woman. in fright lay still. They told her not to be uneasy, that they } 
would not hurt her or the child shes had in her arms, and desired she I 
would not leave the house, as they..would soon be back again, but did not 
intend ® injure her; that they wére Cherokees and would ‘never make 
peace. She asked why they troubled her, that the Indians had made 
peace with Gen. Clark last fall; they said: not they, that if they could 
meet Gen. Clark they would kill him also. He says he does not think 
the Indians mean to do any mischief generally, that it is a few banditti 
who are a collection of Cherokees, Shawanees, &c. 

We left the surveyors to come up with the troops and stores whom we 
overtook just above the mouth of Yellow Creek in a very good: harbor, 
about 8 o’clock at night. Maj..P. and Capt. M. accompanied us this far, 
they come down to see thie country, and appear to be active and sensible 
men. Col. Monroe and myself advised friendship, unanimity and perse 
verance. We supped and spent the evening gaily, and went to rest 
about twelve o’clock, 





Friday, October 1st. 

The weather has a little the appearance of rain, which would be‘of 
great use, the river being very low. . I fortunately recommended the em* 
ploying of one Mr. Huling, who I find to be a yery useful, active, and 
ingenious man, he goes a head with a small canoe to search out the chan- 
nel, which we find very crooked. The above mentioned gentlemen left 
us this morning and returned to their camp at the line. ‘The boats were 
detained changing and loading, and did not arrive till eight o’clock; at 
which time the drum beat and the whole got under way. Passed Yel- 
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' jow Creek and found several improvements on both sides of the river, put 
| in at one Jesse Pénniman’s on the north side, five miles below Yellow 
Creek, warned him off; called on one Pry, who I warned off also: this 
| appears to be a shrewd, sensible man. He assured me he would go off, 

that he’ would go to Kentucky, having been disappointed in a place he 

had formerly purchased, it being taking from him by a law suit. I told 
| him, as well as the others, that Congress were determined to put all the 
| people off the lands, and that none would be allowed to settle bat the le- 
| gal purchasers, and that thes¢ and these only would be protected ; that 
| troops would be down next week, who have orders to destroy every house 

and improvement on the north side of the river, and that garrisons wilil be 
| placed at Muskingum and other places, and that if any person or persons 
| attempted to oppose Government, they may depend on being treated with 


the greatest rigor. ‘ He seems not well pleased, though he promised sub- 





| mission. 
At this Pry’s house we met one Wm. M’Cullum from the Tilinois, he 





| 
| 


| 

| 

|| says he’ passed Gen. Clark at the falls.’ His accounts are of no use, being 
| | stupid, inconsistent, and unintelligible. Passed by several Islands, find 
| the river very difficult to ‘get down ; the channel from Yellow Creek is 
| | chiefly on ‘the south side. Went on well to Middle Island, between which 
| | and the shore is the channel, close inshore. We got aground, as did six 
| boats; passed on to the Mingoetowns, where we found a number of peo- 
| ple, among whont one Ross seems to be the principal man of the settlers 
on the north side of that place. I conversed with him, and vik him 
| andthe others away. He said he and his neighbors were misr@present- 
ed 'to congress ; that he was going to Congress to inform them that him- 
| elf and neighbors were deterntined to be obedient to their ordinances, and 
| we ‘had made it'a point to assure them that’ Congress had no respect to 
persons, that the lands would be surveyed and sold’ to poor aiid rich, and 
that there would, or could be no'more of’ preference!’ given to one more 
| than’ another, which seemed to give satisfaction. 

| Passed on to near Cross' Creek, eight miles ‘below the ‘Minpoetowns. 
A liavy shower of hail and gusts of rain came on, which continued till 
after night, which embarrased us very much. | Found 'that Capt. O’Hara 





had 15000 Ibs: of ‘flower on the bank ready to embark. ‘Strove along 
time to get to shore, but the water was so low we could ‘not. Captain 
O’Hara went out and with much difficulty in the dark, got to the’ house 
of one Cox, and after much trouble he got two horses for Col. Monroe and 
myself. I'thought best to get Col. M. to take quarters in the house, and 
I staid in the boat; it rained in the night hard. Our troops ‘and fleet 
tame within four miles before the rain began, stopped to cover the goods 
which got one shower before the covering commenced, and which I fear 
has done some damage. 





Cross Creek, Sunday, Oct. 2i 
Capt. O’Hara had a fine cow killed for the troops who arrived at wm 
o’clock ; had'the men served with provisions who were ‘set'to cooking 

















= 











—<——_-~ ~- 




















438 THE OLDEN TIME! 





while some loaded the flour and corn for the use of the troops and cattie, 
and all was got ready and_ started at one o’¢clock... The people of this 
country appear, to be very much imposed ,on by a.religious sect called 
Methodist, and are become great fanatics. They say they have, paid 
taxes which were too heavy, 

Called at the settlement of Chas, Norris, whose, house has been pull. 
ed down, and he has rebuilt it. At this place found one Walter Kean, 
who seems but a midling character, and rather of the dissentious. cast. 
warned all these off, and requested they would inform their neighboys, 
which they promised to do, Col, Monroe spoke to,them,also, which had 
weight, as I informed them of his character, 

Called at the settlement of one Capt. Hoglan, who we pind warned off, 
his house had also been, thrown down and rebuilt. ,, We informed him of 
the impropriety of his conduct, which he acknowledged, and seemed 
yery submisive, and promised to remove and to warn his neighbors off 
also., Come on very well.to Wheeling, where we stayed all night... This 
is a, fine settlement, and belongs to one Zane, an Island which is opposite 
the mouth of Wheeling Creek, containing about 400. acres of most excel- 
lent land, and is a situation not only of great profit, but real beauty,’ He 
says he.sells to amount of £300 per annum of the produce of his farm:for 
cash,'exclusive of the other advantages by traffic. . He.is an intelligent 
man, but seems. either timid through real doubt or affects. it sheng de- 
sign. F 
ia Monday, Oct, Bd,... 

The troops encamped about four miles above last night, and did not 
arrive till this morning. Capt. O’Hara, had people set, to work to lay.a 
deck in aJarge flat to take in some, fine cattle which he had ready at this 
place.. Made a general inspection of the, goods, which I found in very 
bad, order, being quite wet; had them. dried as. much; as the weather; 
which was showery, would admit of, The boat was not| ready till dark, 
therefore could not take in the cattle this evening, 

Tuesday, Oct, Ath. 

The troops, began very early to load the;cattle, had m, twenty-one by 
eight o’clock ; found the boat bad ; the fleet sailed..and went four jmiles 
when the cattle boat, had liked to sink: put in and had the boat caulked 
and four of the bullocks with six casks of. flour taken out, and. the flour 
stowed in other boats, and the cattle left to come down in another. 

I directed’ one Corporal and three soldiers to stay at Zane’s till Captain 
O’Hara would send a good boat from Fort McIntosh, which is ready with 
other cattle. 1 wrote to Col. Harmer for three other ,men to join these 
as. an,escort tothe Miamfa, and to give Maj. Dougherty orders to pull 
| down every house on his way to Muskingum that is onthe north side of 
the:\@hio, | L.also wrote Gen, Harmer that I had sailed, &c., vide the pub- 
lic letters of this date; I also wrote | to Mrs. .B. . After lightening the-cat- 
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tle boat so:much, she sailed and seems to keep.on very well. 
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The country here is really charming ; large bottoms of fine’ land; and 
rich hills. This. country, if well managed, will certainly sell well,/and 
sink a great part of the public debt ; and give the purchaser a very val- 
uable and happy exchange for his public securities.. Capt. O’Hara left 
us at one o’clock, and returned to.Fort Pitt to send..us more. supplies. 
We find several fine families on their way to the. Kentucky country, one 
is a Cols Wood, from Virginia, another one, Gaptain Smart from Jersey, 
with several others. 





We got Col. Monroe’s horses on ieeadd one of. these boats, there being 
no room. in the cattle boat. Wewent on very well to Grave Creek, when 
the whole fleet arrived at half past five o’clock, and encamped just be- 
low its mouth on.a fine beach. Went to see the Grave, which is an ex- 
traordinary pile of human bones covered with earth. It is about sixty feet 
perpendicular high, and about one hundred and eighty feet'in diameter; 
base, a conical figure, with large trees on its sides and top, where is one 
of three feet diameter.. Supposing the annual growth: one-tenth of an 
inch, is one hundred and eighty years old; how long»itsi sides were 
naked, may be supposed fifty years, as these kind of mounds of earth do 
not produce trees so soon as the land which is ova level with the country, 
around. There are two small forts which, with the Grave, form a tri- 











angle. Near one of these forts are three large holes, which’ appear to 
me to have been places of deposit for provisions. “About one-fourth of a 
mile from these, forming an angle of about twenty-five degrees,isia large 
ort which the owner of the land has began to plow up, where they find 
pieces of earthen kettles, arrow points and stone tomahawksy ajlumarks of 
savage antiquity. Opposite Grave Creek, is'a fine large | bottom of ex- 
cellent land. A number of the inhabitants from Fish Creek and that part 
of\the country, have collected at the houses of Isaac Williams and Tgm- 
bigson, in consequence of the murder of Doolan and his two children. 
Wednesday, Oct. 5th. 
The fleet sailed at six o’clock, all very well. Put two men on board 
with one of the families that have Col. Monroe’s ‘horses, which gives 
them great spirits. Col. M. has added much to the happiness of my sit- 
uation. His polite and friendly manner, not only gives pleasure ‘to those 
who ate with |him, but creates a respect, and attracts your esteem jnsen+ 
sibly. It is my real opinion, his’ tour will proveof advantage to: this 
great country, for it/is certain that im all great questions: which ‘respect a 
country, without personal knowledge, arguments must be founded on theo- 
ry; but in the case of personal knowledge, arguments are founded on facts; 
which, added to.a good and well, matured judgement, (which I think he 
possesses,) will naturally carry conviction with it in every council ; and 
when ail this is attended by a true patriotic spirit, not local, bat gereral- 
ly extended ‘to the nation at large, besides. the wishes of'a very philan- 





thropic heart ; I think I may with justice say, great advantages will 


| arise from his tour. 
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About three o’clock met three: men in a canoe fromthe Falls.) ‘They 
are: very ignorant, can. give little account of any thing, except that a white 
man shot an Indian who had came with some:others in company witha 
trader, and that a white man had been killed by the Indians, supposed in 
retaliation... At nine o’clock met a batteau from Limestone, came by us 
under full:sail,;no news. Passed on. below Captina where the fleet put 
in to breakfast. ..At this place is a severe shallow on which several boats 
struck. The light flats were a little injured, had them »caulked; moved 
on; at ‘twelve o'clock... Met a canoe with two men:from Lexington, very 


ignorant. _Met:also some of the inhabitants from Fishing Creek, one of 


whom had made a,settlement on the north side of the Ohio, warned him 
off and gave him two of the proclamations of: Congress. All this day a 
high-wind, which retarded us very much. Met rifles, all very shallow, 
struck with the barge several times: The. country very fine.) At four 

o'clock, P. M., passed Fish Creek, on which, near the Ohio, the mur- 
der of Doolan and his two children was committed, on or about the 20th 
of September last. 

The men which we met this day from the Falls, mention that they 
passed a raft which is very new, left on south side of the river, in the head 
ef the long reach, about large enough to carry the baggage, amrs, &c., 
for ten Indian warriors, who they apprehend are on that side for. mis- 
chievous: purposes: Some men who were in their company live near 
Fish Creek, and this morning heard some shooting which they say in- 
duced them to.go up to Grave Creek to their families, who were remov- 
ed to that place on the murder of Doolan. 

» Arrived at the mouth of Fish Creek at four o’clock, A. M., below 
which is the plantation of one Wiseman; put in and examined about the 
place, saw no signs of an enemy, waited till the fleet came up, crosséd’to 
the north ishore- where we encamped. Directed Maj. Finney to issuege 
small. proportion of aminunition to each soldier. He gave to each three 
rounds, This night it rainéd hard, had the boats covered in the evening, 
it appearing likely for rain. “The lands on each side are really delightful. 
On one side of every bend is a grand and extensive’ bottom of ‘very rich 
land ; and opposite. high and beautiful hills. of good land, generally on 
easy slope or acsent, and seldom rocky ; and will, in my opinion, before 
many years be the seats of opulent farmers:) and if properly governed 


will add strength and riches to the confederacy. But [think the more, 
easily the first settlers are led in to government, and convinced of their: 


dependance on the old States, the less probability of their attempting to 
break off. This may be very easily done, if wisdom and unahimity guide 
our councils, and care be taken to have whatever laws are formed for their 
government in the first instance regularly executed. . One thing willen- 
dear them to the old States, which is, protection from the : Indians, this’ 


can be done very easy, once we have possession of the tating einen 


which will be difficuit till that takes place. 
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Thursday, Oct. 6th. 

The fleet got under way at six o’clock, the day very fine and wind in 
favor ; went on well to the mouth of Fishing Creek, where is a fine farm. 
Put in at eleven o'clock to refresh the troops, stayed one hour. At 
twelve o’clock the wind changed a head, which retards our way very 
much. There were a number of canoes at the place and in the mouth 
of Fishing Creek, which is the creek the murder of Doolan and children 
was committed on, and not at Fish Creek. 

Went on very well to near the middle of the long reach. Had fine 
sport after ducks in the evening, and saw three deers in the water. 
Isaac Zane went on shore, could not come up with them, but killed two 
bears. Encamped at half past three o’clock on the south side, below 
the point of an Island. The water rose this night four inches, On the 
north side of this Island is a field of corn. The lands of the bottom 
ground rather bushy and cold, not so rich as the bottoms above and be- 


low. 
Friday, Oct. 7th. 


Sailed at half past six in the morning in a great fog, went on well till 
half past nine o’clock, to the first turn below the long reach, at which 
place, on the south side, a small creek comes in ; above the mouth three 
is three rocks and a nob of a hill with a few pine trees, thence one large 
bend to a creek, put in at eleven o’clock to refresh. 

Just above the mouth of this creek, on the north side, opposite the 
lower point of an Isiand, is a fine harbor for boats. At this place Isaac 
Zane brought in a fine bear in company with Lieut. Doyle. Left this 
place at half past twelve o’clock, the wind heavy a head. We have 
found the wind generally to rise at eleven o’clock, and lull about three. 
The bottoms very fine on each side, on the large bends. passed a fine 
Island about four miles below where we halted. Passed three more 
Islands. The channel is between the two upper ones, just between the 
middle and lower one ; the channel is near the middle and then straight 
out. Here Mr. Zane brought in four bears. Encamped four miles be- 
low this Island. Opposite to these three Islands is very fine land.” Col. 
Monroe and another gentleman gunned all day. He killed a fine turkey, 
several ducks, &v. ; returned about dark. River rising moderately. Our 
troops all very well. Directed Maj. Finney to give the troops an addi- 
tional gill of liquor in conseqnence of their extraordinary fatigue. These 
men are not the best looking soldiers, but they are very fit for this busi- 
ness, being hard and understanding the water. 

Saturday, Oct. 8th. 

The river rose four inches last night. The drum beat early. Got 
under way at half past five; the wind in favor, but very high. Went 
on very well to the mouth of Muskingum, found it low. I went on shore 
to examine the ground most proper to establish a post on, find it too low, 
but the most eligible is in the point on the Ohio side. Wrote to Major 
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Doughty and récominended this place, with my opinion of the kind of 
work most proper. Left the letter which contained other remarks on the 
fort, fixed to a locust tree. One of our boats in which Mr. Smith sailed, 
was bilged on a riffle at the head of the Muskingum Island. Had her 
turned up to her gunwale and repaired. Killed one ox and issued pro- 
visions to the troops. Sailed at twelve o’clock, the weather very fine, no 


head wind today, Went on passed one Island near to the mouth of Lit- | 


tle Kenhawa and encamped. 

There is good improvement on the north side. This valuable small 
river is so finely situated by nature, and passing through so long and fine a 
country, interlocking according to the geographers, with the head of the 
Monongahela, so near as eight miles, which must in tithe be of great’ ad- 
vantage to the inhabitants of its shores, especially should the State of 
Virginia effect the clearing out of the river Potomac so as to be boatable. 
The land in the forks is rather low, though otherwise it would be a most 
advantageous spot for a trading town. There isa large pond in the rear 
or east of the point, which I think will probabiy subject it to fevers. 
The lands on the north are not only good, but beautifully situated until 
you go back some miles from the river, then it is broken and rather poor, 
being bushy and cold, though there is fine draughts, good water, mea- 
dow lands, salf; coal, &c., in plenty. 

Sunday, Oct. 9th. 

Sailed at six o’clock, the weather very fine, and wind in favot. The 
climate here is mild and pleasant. I am of opinion this will be found the 
proper month for seeding the fall grain. Passed Nimach Collins’* Island 
and two other small Islands, then the mouth of Little Hockhocking at 
half past eight o’clock A. M. In the mouth of this creek is a latge rock 
on the upper side. The lands on and near this creek is hilly ; there are 


| some good bottoms but the finest and most advantageous for settlements 


is above the falls of Big Hockhocking, which is about sixty miles up, by 
land ; at the falls is an excellent place for mills. From thence to the 
lower Shawnetowns, on Sciota, is thirty miles ; one half the way broken, 
the other level land and of excellent quality. 

Just at the head of the first Island, below little Hockhocking, @ a fine 
bear took the water but heard us and turned out. Passed two. ‘small 
Islands ; went on about six miles to Big Hockhocking ; ; here the wind very 
high a head. Came on to the head of the first Island, Whete is a consid- 
erable settlement, (between the Big and Little Hockhockings,) where we 
put in to dine. Met two men of this settlement, gave them two procla- 
mations ; théy seemed to be very reasonable people. Passed by their 
houses on,the south side ; saw ‘several women Who appeared ¢léan and 
decently dressed. These people inform me that théy have not been dis 





*“Nimach Collins’ Island.” We have, spelt this as we found it; but we snspect it 
should be Nemacolin, after the Indian who laid out the first road from Cumberland, as 
mentioned in a previous number of this work. 
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publicly ; nor had they heard of the murders on Fishing Creek, till I in- 
formed them. Passed two small Islands about three miles, and encamp 
ed. Colonel Monroe went out and killed a fine turkey in the evening. 


There is fine land on both sides, the river broad and placid. The men | 


caught many catfish, one of thirty pounds. 
Monday, Oct. 10th. 

The fleet sailed at half past five o’clock. Sent Lieut. Doyle and some 
men to burn the houses of the settlers on the north side, and put up pro- 
clamations, . Went on to the mouth of a small run, at a large cabbin, 
marked I. B., we dined; the wind a head. Here is a fine Island, above 
on each side a good channel; left on the north of this at one o’clock, and 
went five miles. Met one Mr. Combs with two canoes of men from Lex- 
ington, the falls, and last from Limestone, they inform me that two or 
three nations of the western Indians have declared they will not treat 
withthe United States, and that a party of the Weachtanos had actually 
gone to war, and struck on Green river the day before they come from 
Lexington, about fourteen days since. That Gen. Clark had sent out 
Col. Le Gra as a messenger to the Wabash Indians, and that these ac- 
counts come from him. 


All this I think very improbable, as Gen. Clark did not arrive at the 
falls till about the 18th of September, and of course. could not send peo- 
ple out till,about the 22d. They had to go to post St, Vincent, about one 
hundred and twenty miles, which would take at least five days, which brings 
their arrival at that place to the 27th. .Suppose they met some of these 
Indians there, they could form no just opinion from what a few would say, 
what might be the sense of the nation which lives at Wia, near two 
hundred. miles above St. Vincent, and if they even were determined by 
the declaration of a few Indians, it would take one or two days, which 
would end the month. Then allow three days to return from St. Vin- 
cent to the falls, leaves but seven days for the men to come to this place, 
and they admit they have been eight days from Limestone, three more 
from Lexington, and five from the falls, which brings them back to the 
24th of September, being back ten days of course. There is only from 
the 22d to the 24th of September for all the business mentioned to be 
done in. Give it no credit. 

I wrote by them to Col. Harmer, or Maj Doughty, Capt. O’Hara and 
Mrs. Butler ; I also requested he would take my letter from the mouth of 


|| Muskingum ‘to Maj. Doughty, which he promised to do. These are 
|| Bedford county people who have been exploring the Kentucky lands, 


some have left their wives and children, others going for them, and all 
too, removing their property ; they were sixteen in number. This is a 
great proof of the superior quality of the soil and climate, when it indu- 
ces so great an emigration from the old States. 

Weéasked several questions respecting'the opinion of the people gen- 
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erally on the new Government schemes. They say it is not so much the 
wish or voice of the people generally, as the uneasiness of the great land 
holders, who wish for power and offices in government, they say the peo- 
ple at large see it must load them with greater taxes to support such a 
plan, and they think them sufficiently high already for their circumstan- 
ces, all of which appears very reasonable. They say they want protec- 
tion from the Indians who are often troublesome, and consequently steal 
their horses, if they even spare the people, which is certainly a great 
grievance, and they say the greatest under which they labor. Treated 
them and parted. Pushed on to within six miles of the little falls, below 
a large Island, where we encamped. Our hunter, Mr. Zane, and the 
gentlemen killed a bear, deer, and many fine turkeys, which we distrib- 
uted among the families and troops with us. 





Tuesday, Oct. 11th. 

Sailed at half past five o’clock, fine, calm morning. Came to two 
Islands, in sight and just below the little falls, the channel over which is 
close to the Island shore, or rather one-third of the whole breadth of the 
river from it, which gives the whole weight of the water. On the left or 
south side, there is the appearance of a fall on this side and some rocks, 
which in very low water is more alarming than dangerous ; but near the 
Indian or north shore, or about one-third of the river out from it, there is 
not the least danger. Passed this rapid at half past nine o’clock, the 
fleet all a head ; we waited for a boat of families which were run aground 
which detained us so long. Col. Monroe finds himself much straightened 
for time in this tour, being one of the Judges of the Federal Court, 
which is to sit at Williamsburgh on a trial between the States of New 
York and Massachusetts-bay on the 15th of November, for which reason 
he proposes to take a boat and push night and day for Limestone, and 
from thence to Lexington, through the wilderness into Virginia. His 
company is of the most desirable kind, being polite, friendly and sensible, 
generally cheerful, and always edifying. 

I find our voyage will be much more tedious than I expected, owing 
entirely to the low state of the river. 

Col. Monroe, my honorable friend was fitted off as well as our circum- 
stances would admit of. He had the lightest boat, a Sergt. McDonald and 
four soldiers to row and guard him; he had also the company of Lieut. 
Denny, a good young gentleman, as far as Limestone, where the Col- 
onel will leave him and the party, who with Lieut. Denny will wait to 
join us. He left at four o’clock in good spirits. Passed on within about 
eighteen miles of the big Kanhaway, about a mile below a remarkable 
large rock on the south side, where we encamped on a fine beach with 
bold water. Just as we had put in, one James Shaw who lives on the 
Juniata, called from the south shore, informed us that he is on his way 
home: had him brought over. On his arrival invited him to sup, and 
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| conversed very freely on the situation of the Kentucky country. Heis 
| very intelligent and sensible, and by no means,impressed or biased by 
|| the fears I have found others, particularly Mr. Combs of Bedford county 
| who I met to-day. Mr. Shaw said on his way up in a canoe, he saw at 
the head of the third Island four Indians who were driving each a horse 
across the river; the white men saw the Indians first, and moved to the 
middle of the river: on their observing the. white men, they walked 
quietly to shore, leaving the horses in the water, and called in Indian to 
the white men, they found they were not understood, and then called in 
French ; about this time one Jones, one of their party, fired at a turkey, 
which startled the Indians, on which he discovered one, he then ran 
down the river opposite to where the canoe had drifted and was taken in. 
They proceeded on their way and met no interruption to the Kanhawa, 
where Jones left Shaw. I got Mr. Shaw to wait till to-morrow with us 
for letters which I wrote to Mrs. Butler, Mr. Montgomery, Col, Butler, 
and Capt. O’Hara. I directed Maj. Finney to order the troops to clean 
their cloathes and prepare for overhauling the boats and loading, which 
had got wet and had not been quite dred. 





Wednesday, Oct. 12tn. 

Lay by all day ; had a very compleat overhauling of the boats and 
cargoes ; found them foul, and some articles of goods injured, particular- 
ly the housings of saddles. Wrote the letters above mentioned. Mr. 
Shaw left us about eleven o’clock, supplied with provisions, spirits, &c. 
|| Every thing being put in good order, and the boats washed clean, had 
|| them reloaded and made ready to sail. 

At this place we had great sport among the turkeys and deers. Mn 
Zane who is a very fine hunter, killed two deers, and yesterday two and 
a bear. 

The lands here are really beautiful, and very rich; the majestic Ohio 
rolling gently along within the most delightful banks that ever enclosed 
a river; and in a few years must be the happy abode of thousands who, 
with moderate industry may obtain the greatest profusion of the necessa- 
ries of life; the soil being so abundantly rich and fertile, and the climate 
inferior to none on the globe. 





Thursday, Oct, 13th, 

Every thing having been put in the most perfect order yesterday, the 
men refreshed and clean, we sailed at five o’clock, Went on very well 
to a fine corn field on the north side, where we put up a proclamatior,. 
The troops were yesterday supplied with provisions, we having killed a 
second bullock since we left Wheeling. 

The nearer we approach the Kanhawa, the more n-~gnificent is the 
appearance of the river. Here might the Poet exercise his genius in 
the descriptive song of future times, and in the joy of his soul, with rap- 
ture hand down nations yet unborn to the present fathers, whose joyous 
hearts will bound with pleasure to see so ample, delightful, and healthy a 
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country for their rising generations, who, far from’ the tyrannic hand of 
kingly power, governed by the mild and wholesomie laws created by their 
fathers, and fashioned to their own liking by future legislators, may en- 
joy the blessings of peace, plenty, and domestic ease; secure in their per- 
sons and property, may cultivate the arts and sciences ‘to such ‘perfection 
as to become rivals not only of Athens and Romé, but be the patterns of 
of mankind throughout the globe for learning, piety, and virtue. Here 
may: the industrious and broken hearted farmer, tired with the slavery of 
the unfortunate situation in which he was born, lay down his burthen and 
and find rest on these peaceful and plenteous plains ; here may Iberia, 
Britain and Scotia, pour out their superabundant sons and daughters, who 
with cheerful hearts, and industrious ‘iands, will wipe away the tear of 
tyrannic toil, and join the children of America in the easy labors of com- 
fort and plenty, and bless the providence of that power who hath diréct- 
ed them to such a land ; yes, they will: be good, respectful, and grateful 
citizens, the greatest enemies of kingly power, and will support with you, 
ye heroic sons of Independance, and your children’s children, those hon- 
ors, those blessings earned by your toils, blood, and treasure ;‘ and sing 
the praises of God in temples yet to form, who led you to the battles, and 
and conquest of the unwise and tyrannic George the third. They will 
also in ‘the anniversary song transmit your virtues and heroism ‘to’ the 
children of future time, whose hearts shall beat high in emulating their 
progenitors, and keeping sacred the scroll of Independance: Passed two 
Islands about nine o’clock. 

I forgot to mention in the first volume, at October 11th, that I wrote to 
Gen. Clark, and to John Boggs, with a speech tothe Indians at Miami 
as per. copies of that date. , 

These Islands are about sixteen miles above the mouth of the great 
Kanhawa, at which place I arrived at palf past ten o’clock, the troops at 
half past eleven. 

(Mere I found young Col. Lewis, who isa most. sensible young ¢ gentle- 
samp; very interesting and communicative. 1 find by him that the Shaw- 
anees are very much disposed to peace, and rather think some little spec- 
ulating. impradence was the occasion of his capttire, and death of Captain 
Loehny,: than national intention of the Indians ; he was released with great 


formality, ten of the chiefs and young men conducted him home, arid'ex- 


pressed great uneasiness at ‘his being taken: The party who took ‘him 
were Cherokees and Mingoes, headed by the Mingo Wolf, ‘an uncontrol- 
able murderer. ‘We dined on the point, treated Col. Lewis with attention, 
who received it very politely. I-inquired if they did not intend to lay out 
#'town at the point, he told me it was laid out and the lots generally'sdld ; 
‘but if I wanted a lot, or more, I might still be supplied, as many of the 


lots were forfeited. I told him I would purchase, ‘on’ which we went to 
Jook over the ground, and he took me up the Ohio bank'to a ‘fine dry lot 
which fromts the street on the river Ohio, a street that runs at right.an- 
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gles from the’ tiver arid ‘the main street, or first parallel street with the 
Ohio, which gives it three fronts, being west, north and east. This I 
abreed for, and am to pay him ten poulds for it. We then went to the 
banks ‘of the Kanhawa and examined it. I expressed'a wish to havea 
lot on it, he ‘told me the family had reserved several front lots for them- 
selves, and he imagined he could procure me No. 3 from the point, which 
is ‘a delightful situation, has on ita fine plumb tree, some peach trees, &c., 
planted by one Dr. Smith. I agreed for this also, and diréctéd him to draw 
on‘me whether at Fort Pitt or Carlisle, and to write mea letter of advice 
when he drew, expressing the terms of settlement, which'I would ‘cer- 
tainly’ comply with. I also told him I would pay him now if he chose 
it, as I had the cash ready and would rather pay it at once. “He'said he 


| would not take'the money till he had the draft compleated, which he ex- 


pécts willbe this fall ;' but’ that I may depend on the lots, and‘he would 
both write 'mé and draw for the money, therefore consider the lots secure 
so far. ' The price he told me are ten pounds the fronts lots on each riv- 
er, five pounds the first back lots, and four pounds the further back. I 
suppose ‘it to be Virginia currency at sixteen per dollar. Having settled 
matters thus far, the fleet got under way at one o’clock, and pushed down 
passed two Islands about twelve miles ; at the lower point of the lowest, 
comés in two creeks opposite to each other, had to put to the south shore 
to éncamp, it re the best banks, and lay to at sunset on a very. good 
spot. 

This day we passed several improvements on the northside. Had a 
proclamation put up at one of the houses above Kanhawa. This delight- 
ful country involuntarily draws from my pen praises ; it is fine, it is rich, 
and only wants the cultivating hand of man to render it the joyous seat 
of happy, thousands. Here are the wild animals provided for the as- 
sistance of the first settlers: Here are the finest and most excellent sites 


| for farms, cities, and towns. This seems provided as a reward for the 


adventurous and industrious, by the Divine hand, whose good providence 
appear in all-his works. Here we have nothing to do but spring from 
our boats among’ flocks of turkeys, kill as we please, for sport or gust ; $ 
the bear growls in your hearing, and the deer, timid by nature, bounds 
along before your eye ; in short, there is no end to the beauty and plenty, 
I have just stepped from my boat and killed at one shot two fine turkeys, 
and our whole party feasts on fine venison, bear meat, turkeys and icat- 
fish, procured by themselves at pleasure. 

apart Friday, Oct, 14th: 

The fleet sailed at five o’clock, all very well. . I observe that very gen+ 
erally the map.of this river, by the ingenious Capt. Hutchins, is very 
correct ;, he has either missed entering some few Islands, or they did not 
exist when he trayeled the river. 

At this spot,.on which we, encamped, we are 1 deg. and about 40 m. 
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south of Fort Pitt, which the verdure on the face of the hills, as well as 
| the weather demonstrate. 

| We pushed on till eleven o’clock to a good bank, where we dined. 
| Here the wind turned a head, which is generally the case about midday. | 
Moved on well, passed Louisa river, thence to within four miles of the 
great Guyandot, killed a fine bear and many turkeys. I had like to have 
been bitten by a copper snake which had come out of his hole in the bank 
to bask, as 1 went up to shoot turkeys. Land still very fine Put in 
about sunset on a good beach under a most beautiful bottom, the only 
place where I have seen the cane growing, which is one of the most 
beautiful shrubs of the woods ; this bottom of land is four miles above the 
| great Guyandot. 








Saturday, Oct. 15th. 

Sailed very early this morning. Passed the Guyandot and a river be- 
low it, which Mr. Hutchins lays down without a name, which I have 
called South river, being the most southerly point from Fort Pitt, to sixty 
miles below the big Miami; wind fair. Passed the mouth of big Sandy 
Creek, near which Mr. Zane killed a fine buffalo ; dined four miles be- 
low this creek. 

Sailed at twelve o’clock, the wind fair. Passed by a small creek on 
the north side, lands fine and river beautiful. About ten miles below big 
Sandy. Creek, is a hill on the north side with fine trees on it; there is 
also a body of rocks appears with a south east front, below which, about 
five miles, opposite to a large sand bar on the south side of the river, an 
old Indian town and grave; here we encamped. It is a body of as fine 
land as I have seen, and well worthy attention ; indeed there are on both 
sides the river, fine lands; here Mr. Zane killed three buffalo, one of 
which seems to be a real curiosity for size. Several of the gentlemen 
wetit to see it, viz: Lieut. Smith, Lieut. Doyle and Mr. Peebles ; they 
brought with them the head and one of the shoulders with the whole 
leg to it. The head weighed one hundred and twenty-nine pounds, and 
the tongne six, total, one hundred and thirty-five pounds. The head was 
cut off as close as possible, being cut off at the large joint, so that the 
neck was but a small addition to its weight. The leg and shoulder when 
set upright, was as high as my head, which is five feet eight and a half 
inches, this when on the body, including that extraordinary protuberance 
called the hump, Mr. Zane assured me, is higher than his head, which 
is six feet ; (eighteen hands ;) and it was agreed by all who saw this 
amazing wild animal, that it weighed at least fifteen hundred pounds. 
Part of the beef of these fine animals was delivered to the troops, and 
part salted for future use. 

I cannot help here describing the amazing plenty and variety of this 
nights supper. We had fine roast buffalo beef, soup of buffalo beef and 
turkeys, fried turkeys, fried cat fish, fresh caught, roast ducks, good 
punch, madeira, claret, grog and toddy, and the troops supplied in the most 
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abundant manner. They are all cheerful, and generally in perfect health, 
and enjoying the bounties of heaven, the land, and the water. The in- 
dustry and judgment of one man could certainly supply many families. 
Mr. Zane killed this day, on the lowest computation, three thousand 
weight of as fine beef as need be used, all in about four hours hunting. 
What a plenty for two large families for one whole year. 

Sunday, Oct. 16th. 

Sailed at sunrise, al] well, morning a littie cloudy but very fine. Find 
the river from what I have called South river, bearing north of west. 
The wind very fair from the south, which added much to the rapidity of 
the boats. Put in to refresh above the head of asmall creek, about three 
miles above the ten mile creek, above the mouth of Sciota; we passed 
this creek about twelve o’clock. The wind shifted from south to. west, 
which, with the bends of the river, brought it right a head and caused 
so high a sea that we had to lay to three miles below ten mile creek, 
Several of the boats took water in crossing what is called the trough in 
the waves ; the wind continued so high we. had to encamp. 

Here is a most superb bottom of land; and the hills keep at a good 
distance from the river to the mouth of that sweet and delightful little 
river Sciota, whose charming banks are not only beautiful to a wonder, 
but the richest and most luxuriant soil in my knowledge. About mid- 
night I was greatly alarmed by a prodigious gust of wind, which caused 
a great, and extraordinary fog, which smelt of sulpher. It passed. the 
south side of the river, and seemed to carry great destruction along with 
it among the trees, whose cracks and falls were really tremendous, [ | 
called up the people and had the boats’ covering well fastened down, ex- 
pecting rain would follow, but it passed by without doing us the least 
harm. : 

Monday, Oct. 17th. 

The wind yesterday was so unfavorable in the afternoon, and so high 
in the night, that it seemed a real tornado, and threatened destruction to 
all near, but as soon as it bad passed we found the niver placid, and or- 
dered the drum to beat and sailed about four o’clock. Sent boatsahead | 


with lantherns which was preceeded by the canoes and pilots; and thus we | 
went on till sun rise, when we passed the mouth of Sciota 

I went on shore to examine the ground for a post; I also called Mr. | 
Finney to go along. As I well know the east side of this river, in the | 
forks, I examined the lower bottom only ; and find it so low: that I don’t 
imagine it will answer for a post, as I think it must overflow in large | 
freshets untill you go too near the hill, which is about half a mile from | 
the river, and I believe too near the hill to be safe from it in case ofan | 
attack or siege. Ifa post should be found requisite at this place, the | 
yellow banks will be the safest position, it being high and dry, and plen- | 
ty of timber ; but rather too far from the Ohio bank. Just below the 
Sciota our big flat got on a log but received no damage. 
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~The hills on the south side, just above and below the Scivta, is high | 
and sharp topped, with some pines. The bottoms and high grounds are || 
very good. The first hills which appear down the river, on the north | 
side, is very pretty, showing two handsome conical tops, commanding the | 
grandest of prospects. I find on examination that the hills below the || 
Sciota, are poor, piney and rocky. Went on well till twelve o’clock, | 
wind fair. Put in and dined on the south shore, at the first large narrows | 
below the first creek on the south side. Found that Buffalo are very | 
plenty here, several having just passed ona large road made by these 
and other animals. Here Mr. Zane went to hunt. Pushed on to Buffa- 
lo Lick Creek, which is called twenty-four miles below Sciota, and emp- 
ties on the south side. 

Here Mr. Zane found the drove of Buffalos which he pursued ; they i 
took up this creek to the licks. Here are large roads to the licks. Be- | 
low this creek is a large bottom of fine timber. Three miles down Mr. | 
Zane kifled a fine buffalo, which induced me to encamp. Had the beef | 
brought down and issued to the troops, to save our cattle.- The men 
seem very much pleased and fond of the variety of all kinds. They are | 
a set of strong laborious people, well adapted to this hard kind of duty; | 
and, but for a few, who are really bad men and should be turned off, a || 


clever set of soldiers. 
Tuesday, Oct. 18th. 


Sailed this morning at three o’clock, pushed on to a creek about eight | 
miles, at the mouth of which is a small Island, with a few trees; herethe | 
water is rapid, some rocks and logs; passed this at sun rise. The hills | 
still high, sharp, and stony, and the bottoms not of the first qualities, 
though very good land. ° 

I observed yesterday on several of the bars there is stone coal in great || 
plenty below the mouth of Sciota, and in some places the shores very 
rocky, and water rapid, and some of the beaches a quick sand. I con- 
fess I am not so well pleased with the banks of the Ohio below, as above || 
the Sciota as yet; nor do I think the settlements will admit of such con- | 
nection or elegance of improvement, though they may with industry be 
advantageous to the settlers, and superior to the greatest part of the old | 
States. 

This morning cool, but very fine. Came on very well seventeen miles 
to the big Island, which lies to the north side of the river; to this Island 
is attached a small one on the south side, and the channel between it and || 
the south shore ; my boat had led ahead about three miles, to the lower || 
end of the small, and along side of the large Island, in full view of a large || 
sand bar which joins them. | 

Here we saw a young Indian lad come off the large Island on the bar, | 
he at first seemed surprised and stood looking at us; I directed Mr. Zane 
to speak to him, which he did in the Wyandot tongue, the fellow made 
a small yell or answer, which we did not understand. Lobserved he be- || 
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gan to run up toward the upper end of the bar as if to see if any other 
| boats were coming, on which I spoke to him in the Shawanee tongue, 
‘| but he. still ran on and made no answer; I then called as if to others, 
| should there be more, but received no answer. He ran on to the head 
'| of the bar and discovered the fleet, on which he ran to the south side of 
| the Island, and would neither appear or answer. I then put to the op- 
| posite shore, least there might be others and ill disposed, where I remain- 
‘| ed till-the fleet joined me. 

I then spoke to Maj. Finney to order the whole of the boats in their 
|| proper line and places, and not to separate in future, which was instantly 
|| done, and thus we proceeded to Limestone, where I found Lieut. Denny 

| with the party and boat which went to escort Col. Monroe, and to forward 
letters to Gen. Clark and Mr. Boggs, inclosing a short speech to the In- 
dians, which had been sent off by two men two days ago, on which day 
'| Col, Monroe had set out for Lexington, I received a letter from him by 
|| Mr. Denny. 
|. At this place I met with one Capt. Cherry from the falls, he brings ac- 
|| counts that Gen. Clark with a number of troops are at the Miami, and that 
1 some of the messengers with a few Indians had arrived. He passed that 
| place on Wednesday, the 12th inst. This man and his party, with two 
| canoes, had been up as far as the three Islands last evening, on which he 
|| saw about fifteeu Indjans, who had rather a hostile than friendly appear- 
| ance, which induced him to return to Limestone for an escort.to pass him 
|| bythat place. They were just setting off when we arrived, on which they 
| stopped, and the whole concluded to lay by till some time in the night 
| OF morning. , 

I recommended to them to go up the Indian shore, and the canoes on the 
south, and in case of any attempt to molest them they would be ready to 
strike, and if friendly, they would have an opportunity of ascertaining it. 

| Their Captain, a clever kind of a man, seemed apprehensive, their party 
|| being smalland it near night. I ordered the boats to fall down two miles, 
|| when we encamped. 
||  T-wrote this evening to Capt. O’Hara, Col. Butler, and to Mrs. Butler. 
|| This I-think to be a settlement of fine land, and believe the people will 
do very well provided they have peace. There are about fifteen good 
cabbins for families, kitchens &c., included, and twenty-five houses. 
|| Here is asmall creek, and from here a good wagon road to Lexingtun and 
| other places. The people seem determined to defend themselves; every 
man walks with his rifle in his hand, so enured are they to alarms. 
They are very civil, but possess that roughness of manner so universally 
attendant on seclusion from general society, where, and where only the 
graces are, or will be wooed, or the rough covering of the human dispo- 
sition be rubbed off. This misfortune of the earlier settlers of new 
countries seem as all other things, wisely disposed by providence, it fits 
them for the state they are in, and enables them to bear the hardships 
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which refined men will not submit to in the first settling a country, and | 
answers the grand purposes of extending a frontier, and introducing the || 
rudiments of law in the wilds of America, and are fully entitled to their | 
share of merit in a certain line ; and in the first instance are the most || 
useful people in the land, and merit great encouragement for their hard- | 
ship, dangers and adventures. 
Wednesday, Oct. 19th. 
Sent a canoe with my letters, which was left with one Capt. Spring, || 
who promised to forward them by Capt. Cherry or the first safe opportu- | 
nity. 
Sailed at three o’clock in the morning, the wind very fair. Rained || 
very early, which continued all day in heavy showers and short inter- | 
vals. Pass four creeks on the south’ side, two of which are large, and || 
three on the north side, one midling large. The hills below Limestone | 
are not so high or poor as between this place and Scicta. The bottoms | 
are very rich and extensive. The river is broad and beautiful, in many H 
place bounded by fine, regular ranges of rocks. The creeks’ mouthsare | 
steep, deep, and muddy at their entrance in the river, and [ think very || 
rapid and full in time of freshets, as there are great quantities of drift | 
wood ‘in the river below their mouths. I think this country promises as 
much ‘from ‘its beauty and fertility, as any I have yet passed. Putin || 
between showers to dine. 
Sailed, and pushed ontill near sun set, then put in and encamped | 
above the mouth of the eighth creek ; this is on the north side, and like | 
those described, but small. 
The evening clear and fine till about nine o’clock, when a great hur- | 
ricane blew up which dragged the two provision boats from their stakes || 
and blew them up the river ; it also drove one batteau with her side on 
a rock, which hulled her and nearly filled ‘her before we could reélieve | 
her ; it wet several bales of goods. It continued squally all night ; how- | 
ever, the whole of the boats were got together and secured by the activi- | 


ty of Mr. Huling and the troops. 
Thursday, Oct. 20th. 


I had ordered ‘that the goods should be opened and dried, the men dry || 
their blankets and draw provision ; the latter ‘was done, but the day low- . 
ered too much to venture the goods, therefore sailed at nine o’clock. | 
Passed ‘two small ‘creeks' below where’we lay, one on each side, within | 
ten miles of our fast camp. 

This day the wind isso very heavy ahead, it is with ‘great labor'the 
boats can be got on. Passed several more small ereeks toa sandy, stony 
point, ‘where I got a commodious and safe harbor,‘the boats having been 
far scattered with the wind put‘in; they collected about sun set: came 
this day about ten miles. 

Mr. Zane killed one small bear. We got plenty of turkeysand ducks, 
The large flat got aground just at coming to harbor and sprung a plank, 
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which was quickly repaired. ‘The high lands and bottoms tolerably good, 
and I think well watered. 





Friday, Oct. 21st. 

Sailed this morning at five o’clock, the wind still ahead but not strong ; 
the current tolerably rapid, About half a mile below our camp a sand 
bar which extends almost across the river, took up three of our small 
boats, before day, the others passed by keeping close to the Indian shore. 
Maj. Finney remained with those that stranded, and with much trouble 
got them off, which detained us an hour. Passed two small creeks on 
the north and one on the south shore; one of these, on the north shore, 
is pretty large. Put in to dine at one o’clock. 

The stranded boats were a long time coming up. The bullock boat 
got on a log just before she got to camp, and took much trouble to get 
her off; no injury. Mr. Zane killed a --oung buffalo. 

Sailed at half past two o’clock ; passed the mouth of the little Miamis 
at three o’clock. It is so low there was no water running; above the 
sand bank, which is off its mouth, the sand is quick, and the little water 
which issues from it passes through the sand. 

The bottoms, both above and below, is very flat and low, and I think 
inundated with small floods. About two miles below is a piece of high 
ground, which I think will be the site of a town, as will be the case at 
the mouths of all the principal rivers and creeks of this great country. 
I find Capt. Hutchins’ map very defective in his delineations of creeks. || 
I think his courses and distances good, and may say really perfect, but || 
he has certainly missed several large creeks, both above Limestone and |! 
between that place and little Miamis. Below the mouth of thig little riv- |! 
er about two miles, is a very large bank of sand at which Mr. Zane came || 
in for people to bring in two deers, 

Pushed on to the mouth of Licking Creek, which is a pretty stream ; | 
at the mouth, both above and below, is very fine bottoms. ‘Lhe bottom | 
below the mouth seems highest and most fit to build a town on; it is ex- | 
tensive, and whoever owns the bottoms should own the hill also. Passed |; 
this at five o’clock, and encamped two miles below on the north side. 

There is great plenty of imestone and coal appears on every strand. 
Here is a very fine body of bottom land to a small creek four miles below | 
Licking Creek. 

I am informed that a Capt. Bird of the British, came in the year 1780 
from Detroit, down the big Miamis, thence up the Ohio to the mouth of 
Licking Creek, thence up it about fifty miles with their boats, at this 
place they took their artillery and cut a road fifty miles into the country, 
when they attacked several small stations and took them; they then car- 
ried off the poor distressed people with their little ones to Detroit in tri- 
umph. 




















Saturday, Oct. 22d, 


Sailed at sun rise, all well. Met the men sent with the express from 
Limestone four miles down ; paid them thirteen dollars for their seryjees | 
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and expenses. One mile below this is a bar of sand in the middle of the F 
river ; the channel.is on the north shore. Here are the dreadful effects 
of a tornado, on the hill, on the north side, from the top down, every tree 
and the surface of the earth has been washed or blownoff. On the south 
shore there is about four acres of land, the timber of which is totally blown 
down and destroyed. One mile below this is a small creek which I 
think will be sufficient for mills part of the season, as it comes out of a 
hilly‘country ; it has thrown out a great body of gravel &c., which forms 
a kind of Presque Isle, on the south side the river . Twomiles 
below this comes in a small creek, just above which is most excellent 
land on the face of a beautiful hill ; the river is beyond description. Deer 
and turkey sporting before and on each side in great abundance ; saw 
above twenty deers before twelve o'clock. Put in to dine at eleven o’clock 
about.twelve miles below Licking Creek. 

Sailed at half past one o’clock, the winda head. Here is some very fine 
lands covered with pine, ash and other rich timber. Pushed on to the 
great Miama, above the mouth of which I ordered the whole to encamp 
about five o’clock in the evening. I went out with Maj. Finney to ex- 
amine the ground for a post. 

The cattle having been on board eighteen days, I thought it best to let 
them be brought on shore, which was done; they seemed wild and not 
inclined to settle. In the night they turned up the river notwithstanding 
our efforts to stop them, which indeed seemed to make them more wild 





and ungovernable. 


Sunday, Oct. 23d, 

Early this morning the Wyandot chief called Runtandy, with three 
young lads and a white man, an interpreter, came to our camp ; three of 
these we sent after the cattle, and got them back near to camp: while 
they came.in to make report, the cattle ran off again, and were followed 
and in the evening five were got near the camp ; it being dark could not 
| get them into a pen which was made for the purpose of confining them. 
| The Indians advised us to let them alone, alleging they had tired them 
' by driving, and in the morning could kill or confine such as we thought 
|! proper; but they set off in the night and although pursued by Mr. Zane 
and the Indians, could not be overtaken. 

This day I went in company with some officers down to see General 
Clark, who lodged at a place called a station, which is a few families col- 
‘lected for mutual safety to one place, and a little fort erected. Met.the 
General with several gentlemen, on his way to see me, he having heard 
the drums, anda bugle horn blow. Brought him and the others tocamp, 
where I had a good dinner provided. I kept them till evening when he 
returned with the others to the station. 

While he stayed.I took him to reconnoitre the ground at this place, and 
showed him a spot which I had previously pitched on, unless he could 
| show a better one; he did not disapprove of the position, but said there 
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was ¢ a better one » below the mouth of the Miama river, I therefore agreed t 
to go down and examine it, at the same time observing that it did not} 
come within the resolution of Congress, which authorised the commiand- | 
ing officer of the troops to take post at any proper situation between the 
Miama and Muskingum rivers. 

This day Maj. Finney had a party of men set to hewing and grinding 
the tools. 

About nine o’clock in the morning, Messrs. Moore and La Cassang 
passed by in canoes, from the falls of Ohio, for Fort Pitt ; hailed them by 
Lieut. Denny and Mr. Huling our boat master, who requested them to 
come over in very polite terms, as, ‘‘ will you please to come over?” 
Some person answered, which I considered as and acquiescence with the 
requisition. They passed ona great distance and showed no signs of 
coming over, which I thought rather contemptuous, and sent a Sergeant 
with two boatmen in a canoe to desire the principal person would come 
to, this he performed and the first that appeared was Mr. La Cassang, 
who seemed rather impolite, observing they did not consider it necessary 
to come to, being on their journey. I told him I thought it but proper 
for any person travelling to pay so much respect to a requisition as to 
come to speak when hailed with politeness, especially as they knew there 
was to be a public meeting of the Indians at this place, and that public 
officers attended. This he passed over rather with an air excuse than 
justification ; I then asked him if he had any news of consequence, he 
gave no satisfactory answer appearing rather outof temper. Severaj 
questions asked and answered, when Mr. Moore arrived, who I took by 
the hand and asked him some questions also. but received no more satis- | 
faction than from the other, and seeing they were rather crusty than 
friendly, and behaving more like Indians than polite Frenchmen, I told 
them I had no more to say to them on inquiry, but asked if they would 
breakfast, which they declined ; I then asked if they would accept some 
spirits, which they also refused, saying they had whiskey. Mr. La Cas- 
sang asked if I had any commands to C arlisle ; ; I told him not: they then 
went off, not as ‘men of politeness, but as the most indifferent of men to 
any thing which respected country ; though particularly attentive to their 
own safety, of whichI gave them every information in my power, and 
informed them that we had seen an Indian at the three Islands, above 
Limestone, with some other observations. | 

I this day received a letter from Gen. Clark by one Mr. George, who | 
had been sent by Mr. Pyatt. 








Monday, Oct: Ath. 

I went with Maj. Finney and Lieut. Doyle’to examine the ground I 
had seen before, which they approved of for a place of fixing on, and 
gave orders to clear it. We then went down to Gen. Clark and made in- 
quiry about the ground below the mouth of Miama. Capt. George, who 
had lived below the mouth of this river, assured me that all the bank from 
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|| the river for five miles did absolutely overflow, and that he had to re- 
move to the hill at least five miles back, which determined me to take the 
present situation. 

Gen. Clark, the messengers, and several others came up this evening 
and joined our camp, which I had moved up on my return from the sta- 
tion. 








Tuesday, Oct. 25th. 

Our beef being gone, I got Mr. Zane to go with a boat and four men 
to Licking Creek to hunt buffalo. 

Mr Dubbs got several men to go out for same purpose, and Maj. Fin- 
ney began to lay out and clear the ground for four block houses and quad- 
rangular work, which was pushed on with great alacrity by himself and 
officers. 

Had the boats unloaded and the goods brought up the bank. Sent out 
fishermen and hunters to supply the troops ; got them some buffalo beef 
and venison for their present supplies. 

Wednesday, Oct. 26th. 

Received the report of Mr. Clark, messenger to Fort St. Vincent, set- 
tled his accounts, and paid himself and George Owens $133,75. This 
day he set off for the falls in company with Capt. George. I spoke to 
him for some lots at the falls, which he promised to procure, and as he 
is the surveyor at that place, to point out in the map the most advanta- 
geous place. The buildings go on well. Got some venison and beef for 
the troops, but not sufficient, which induced me to order them flour and 
liquor in porportion to their deficiency. 

Thursday, Oct. 27th. 

‘Two of the houses are up and part covered. 

I hired two horses to draw in the logs, and set men to make a truck 
| ‘carriage for the same purpose. The man and horses at one dollar per 
| Gay, finding him one ration and forage for his horses. 
| There being no prospect of regaining our cattle, I sent out Mr. Zane 
‘with a boat and fourmen to hunt for the troops; these with another par- 
|| ty of five inhabitants employed for the same purpose, started yesterday. 
| This day the commissioners employed Mr. Irwin and one other man to 
go after the bullocks up the river. 








Friday, Oct. 28th. 

There having been no answer given by the Indians to the messages 

| delivered in their towns by our messengers, we thought it advisable to 
| send out Messrs. Elliott and Rinhen with a short speech, to pass through 
|| ‘the different nations demanding their determination whether they would 
attend the treaty or not, which we have determined shall be the last we 

|| send. We also remonstrated to the Miama Indians against the ill treat- | 
ment which the Indians in that town gave to the messengers of the U. 
S.; Irecommended to their sensible men to return the horses and other 
things which they robbed’ them of, and the Wyandotts who accompanied 
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» them while in their power to do it peaceably. The old Wyandot chief 
called Runtandy, sent a short speech to the Shawanees advising them 
to come as soon as possible to the treaty, and to forward our last message 
to the others. All being got ready, they set off accompanied by a white 
man an interpreter, about three o’clock. 

This evening there came four Delawares opposite the station below the 
Miama, who informed me that thirty more were eight miles off and will 
be in to-morrow. 





The commanding officer, Maj. Finney, his officers and troops are real- 
ly indefatigable. They have got two block houses in a tolerable state of 
defence, and a third well forward. This night Lieut. Doyle with a par- 
ty takes post in one of them, and we hope ina few days to be secure even 
against enemies. 

To day a woman brought over one days provision in bear’s meat which 
was immediately issued to the troops. 

Saturday, Oct. 29th. 

About nine o’clock the Wyandot chief went down to see the Dela- 
wares. While we were at breakfast a Shawanee man called the Buffa- 
lo arrived with a letter from Messrs. Elliot and Rinken, who he met last 
evening about eight miles on their way to the Shawanees towns ; this 
man says the Shawanee Indians sent two young men to the mouth of the 
Miama, about ten days ago, to see if we were arrived, and to find out our 
numbers, as they had been informed by British traders we were deter- 
mined to collect and put them to death ; that these yoting men came 
down, and were by some means so much frightened, that they returned 
to the towns with the alarm halloo, and reported that they had looked at 
usa whole day, during which we were crossing people, horses, cattle, | 
&c., and were so numerous that we covered the bottom land both above 
and below the mouth of the Miama for many miles,‘that we at' last’ dis- 
covered them and ran out two parties to secure them, that they very nar- 
rowly got out between the parties, who then began a most tremendous 
fire which rah up and down the river till it went almost out of hearing, and | 
much more such stuff; this he says happened at a very critical time, 
as the chiefs were gathered and in council, it puta stop to their proceed- 
ings and rather determined them against coming to treat, concluding that | 
what the British traders and agents had told them was truth, and’that 
our intentions were really hostile. He says it was thought proper by the 
old chiefs that he should immediately set off with his two brothers and at 
all events come and speak to us, and that they would remain togéther till | 
his return, or they would hear from him. He says when he came to the | 
ground where these young fellows informed him the whites were in such 
numbers, he concluded the whole report to be false seeing no tracks, and 
yesterday sent back one of the young fellows to desire the chiefs to con- 
tinue together, that he believed all that had been reported was false, and 


| that he was going on to look for us.. Yesterday evening he met the mes- | 
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sengers going out to the towns, which pleased him much and he'sent his ,. 
other brother along with them, and came on himself with a letter from the” || 
messengers. | 

This ‘day Mr. Zane came from hunting and brought us four fine buf- 
falos and one deer ; another hunter came and brought more buffalo beef. 
Previous to their arrival I sent Mr. Dubbs to borrow some salted buffalo | 
beef, which he got eighty pounds of, and by this means we have kept our 
people in plenty, notwithstanding the loss of our cattle, which I fear are 
irrecoverably gone. 








Sunday, Oct. 30th. 

This morning several of the inhabitants came to visit us. Capt. John- 
ston, a sensible man, proposes he will apply to the general Court for an 
order to mark a road from Lexington to this place, which Gem. Clark and 
myself recommend warmly. 

Three young men arrived last evening who left us last Sunday to go 
and hunt. They met with horse tracks at the creek below Licking, which 
they followed on the north side of the Ohio to the encampment of a r umber 
of Indians, where several horses were hobbled, some of them they knew ; 
they laid by the camp all day and at night caught two horses which they 
again let go as they could not catch athird. In the morning they caught 
three, and while they were about it they heard an Indian walking, but 
could not see him it being *thickety, they think he saw them as they 
heard him run off; they then mounted and pushed off. thinking it un- 
safe to remain longer, their party being small and the Indians large.. 
They pushed on fifteen miles when their horses gave out, they left them 
there and came to our camp. 

We told. them they had better not attempt pursuing Indjan parties with- 
out letting us know their intention and having our permission, which 
they acknowledged the propriety of, and paneer to be guided in future 
by our directions only. 

Every. thing goes on well, and prospects of a treaty much better than 
heretofore, Every measure is taking to facilitate the treaty and our own 
security, which I expect will be pretty forward in a short time 

I had’ a long conversation with the Shawanees man and the Wyandot | 
chief about matters in general, and pretty well convinced them both that 
they had no other alternative for future security, than peace with us, and 
being protected by us. I inquired what was the purport of the council 
held at the Indian towns ; he says they were talking of striking some of 
the north western Indians, which I discredit, and think they were endeav- 
oring to judge of their own strength to attack us with, or if they should 
| judge that insufficient, to determine on. making peace and attending the 
| treaty immediately. 




















Monday, Oct. 31st, 
This day Capt. Pierce Butler arrived from Limestone in colaaibany Sriah. 
| Mr. Coburn, who had a letter from Gen. Wilkinson, they informed me | 
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| that daily plunders are committed by the Indians, and that about five 
| days since, sixty horses wete taken from a station near Limestone, which 
has exasperated the poor people much, as well as distressed them, and I 
| believe it will be difficult to restrain them from attempting reprisals, which 
| I confess I am not surprised at. 
Last night I directed Mr. Dubbs, the Commissary, to salt all the beef, 
| which he set about. 
This day the Shawanee man called the Buffalo proposed setting off for 
|| the towns. I spoke to him very freely, and told him this I believe would 
'| be the last time we should think of treating with them, and that the last 
|| invitation is gone out, and desired him to tell their head men if they ne- 
| glected this time they must blame themselves for future misfortunes. I 
| fitted him up and gave hima small keg of rum and a suit of clothes, 
|| with pipes and tobacco for the old head men; I also sent a shirt, black 
|| handkerchief, half a pound of paint, &c., to old Melontha. 
'| I find by this man’s conversation and remarks, that the great cause of 
|| the disturbance of our country by the Indians, is owing to a petty set of 
(| men kept in employ by the British Agent and some traders, who wish to 
|| monopolize the peltry trade. These people have a great advantage of 
'| us, they being among the Indian nations and no counteracting influence 
|| in behalf of the United States. They are naturally incredulous, and most 
| trifling art covers over the greatest frauds when there is no reason given 
|| to them why their little fallacious tales should not be credited. 
| Last evening a young lad arrived fiom near Licking Creek, who had 
|| seen our cattle and left his comrade bringing them on. This morning 
| sent three persons, including himeelf, to assist to get them down. 
This day Maj. Finney began a store for the reception of the goods ; 


| in truth, there is nothing possible to facilitate the work, that both the of- 
| ficers and troops generally does not do. They all show a zeal to secure 
| the property and establish the interest of the United States in every re- 
| spect. Iam happy to find that this position, not only encourages such 
| of the gentlemen as visit us, but is thought by them a very proper and 


|| advantageous post. 
Tuesday, Nov. 1st. 


This morning I sent out the old Wyandot chief to look for Smoakskin’s 
| party of Munsees. 
Set another pair of horses to work ; and Mr. Zane vi went to hunt. The 
| trench and picketing began, and every thing going on well. 

The weather wears the appearance of achange. Began to rain in the 
evening, and rained hard throughout the night. 

The Wyandott chief returned in the evening without finding the Mun- 
sees, which induced me to conclude they are an ill disposed party.— 


Mr. Zane killed two deers and a bear. 
Wednesday, Nov. 2d. 


The troops very early at work. The morning stormy with heavy 
showers of rain and a severe storm of hail, which lay thick on the ground. 
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The store is covered and getting ready for the goods, The men | 
busy cutting and drawing in pickets. Fear this day will continue un- | 
favorable. | 

About three o’clock some people from Limestone arrived to see after | 
children who are yet prisoners with the Indians; gave them assurances 
that every thing possible will be done to recoverthem, with which they | 
appear to be so far satisfied, and have returned home. 

This evening four of our bullocks were brought to camp, but being | 
dark we could not get them in the pen. | 

, Thursday, Nov. 3d. | 

This morning I sent Mr. Zane with two Indians on horeseback, and | 
six men in a boat with the man who brought in the cattle, to look for the | 
other ten bullocks, also three men to hunt the five brought in last even- | 
ing. 

About ten o’clock one of the Wyandot men who was sent to the Shaw- | 
anee towns the 16th of October, returned in company with a woman and | 
boy. He reports that all the Shawanees and adjacent people to them, || 

| 











will certainly attend the treaty in about fifteendays. That the man who || 
set off from the Miama with him, will be in to-morrow: by this man he* 
says we shall have full information, as he has a message from the chiefs 
—he also says that he met Messrs. Elliott and Rinken on the 30th inst., 
within about thirty miles of the Shawanee towns, all well | 
Our store is nearly finished. At one o’clock began to remove the goods _| 
into it from the camp; also the provisions. Our fourth block house now: | 
covering. ; 


Friday, Nov. Ath. 
The whole of the goods and provisions moved, and the south line of* | 
pickets began. 
Saturday, Nov. 5th. 
The store and guard house foundations laid with out posts, &c., put 
up. ‘The five cattle brought in which were found on Monday. No news 
or occurrence of consequence. 


Sunday, Nov. 6th. 
Removed our own tents into the fort. 'The people from the place call- | 
ed the station, brought up a plentiful market of vegetables, &c. | 
Monday, Nov. 7th, || 
This day about three o’clock I took some gentlemen to try the practi- || 
cability of sailing under a sprit sail on a batteau, and tacking against the 
wind, this I find possible, as the wind up stream repels, or prevents or 
counteracts the force of the current on the superficies or surface, of the | 
water, and that a lee board or keel, is only wanting to answer the pur- | 
pose. I made three tacks, and found the effect of the wind to be more 
than the common drift of the current, as when we clued up the sail we | 
drifted up the river, and when it was spread and the common angle of 
draft or advantage of the sail taken so as to keep it full or from shivering | 
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in the wind, we ran down very fast. While trying the experiment, saw 
our boat which was sent to hunt our cattle; she had on three beeves, one i 
buffalo, one bear, and one deer, with the old Wyandott chief. Mr. Zane i 
still out pursuing the other seven on horses | 

| 


This afternoon preparing to go to the big Bone Lick. 

Tuesday, Nov. 8th. 
Set out to go to the big Bone Lick about nine o’clock ; ‘went to the | 
Sappington’s station, about fifteen miles from our garrison, where we were | 
informed by one Mr. Kerlin, that a scoundrel by the name of Ballard and | 
another fellow, had been out to some Indian camp and'stole two horses, | 
that the people of the station reprimanded him for it, and insisted on their | 

taking the horses back least the Indians should revenge it on them—the 
scoundrels took the horses over the river as if to return them, but I have 
| every reason to think they did not intend it. | 
| As we went on toward the Bone Lick, we passed two small creeks be- | 
low the Miama on the north side, the third is called Lochrey’s Creek, it | 
| 








| being the place where Col. Lochrey and his party was defeated and cut 
| to pieces by Brandt and his people, who perfectly surprised Lochrey. 
Just below the mouth of the creek a fine hill and a great body of fine 
land ; this is the first hill below the Miama, from which it is about seven 
miles. We went on to a large sand bar on the south side opposite the 
mouth of a beautiful creek, which we called Locust Creek, from the 
|| great quantity of that timber with which the bottom is covered ; from | 
| thence by a pretty Island about ten miles below the Miama, passed this 
on the south side—the channel at the bars is on the north side. Just || 
| above the Island is a great body of petrified gravel, great quantities of | 
which has fell into the river and looks very surprising to the eye. Push- 
ed onto the bend above the other called Big Bone Creek, where we | 
overtook a canoe which had been stolen from the garrison by one Pumroy, 
Junkins, and another man ; these men appeared much surprised, and told 
us several untruths when questioned—they seemed also in great agitation, 
frequently looking toward the shore, we challenged the canoe and asked 
how she came here, or why they took her without leave? They said || 
|| they caught her drifting, which we knew was false. We told them ‘to || 
come on and encamp with us, which they promised to do; we then ran 
down and entered the mouth of the creek, which is deep and good.— 
Dined about four o’clock P. M., after which one Mr. McBride set out for | 








the Lick, and Mr. Coburn and Lieut. Denny went up the creek to shoot | 
ducks. Ata fording place they found where one horse and some men’s 
tracks were just fresh crossed and headed towards the Lick. 

In the evening we crossed to the point between the creek and Ohio, 
which is a very high piece of ground. When Mr. McBride came in we 


asked if he had met any person with a horse, he said not; we then con- 
cluded it must be these horse thieves who feared to come to us, and had 
run off. We sent up the river and found they had deserted the canoe 
which we had brought to our boat. 
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; Wednesday, Nov: 9th. 

This morning after breakfast, we prepared to go to the Lick. Gen. 
Clark, Maj. Finney, Capt. P. Butler, J:., Mr. Coburn, Lieut. Denny and 
myself, with a Sergeant and party, and Mr. McBride as pilot, leaving two 
men to take care of the camp. We had just crossed the creek to the 
south side when Adam, my waiter, parted from us; we pushed on about 
a south east course to the Lick about three miles, and began to dig for 
bones, when Adam arrived and told me he had seen one of the men men- 
tioned above, that he had behaved very oddly to him, that he had got a 
shot at a buffalo very close, and that just as he fired this man stepped from 
behind a tree and asked him many very impertinent questions. We dug 
on and got several bones out of a bank about seven feet deep, and others 
out of the Lick, particularly one thigh bone of feet long, weighing 
pounds. I began to put them together, and discovered the under 
jaws of four separate animals of the same species, two hip bones fellows 
one of them belonging to the thigh bone mentioued, shank bones of the 
large animal, one pair with the joint which belong to those above ; 
part of a shoulder-blade, teeth, two pieces of the long tusks, one bone or 
tooth which we cannot conceive the place or part which it belongs to— 








| 
| 








one bone also, which I think is the face, it having the appearance of | 


that part with the breathing places, or form of the nostrils on its under | 


side ; we also got many other bones which we can only conjecture to 


what part they belong, but from every observation of our own, seem con- | 


vinced they can be no other than the elpehant. When we had satisfied 


our selves as to the quantity of bones, we had them brought to our boat. | 


Here we parted with Capt. P. Butler, Mr. Coburn and Mr. McBride, 
who had paid usa visit and were returning to Lexington. By these 
gentlemen we requested the Magistracy of the country to, endeavor to 
prevent the licentious people of the country coming to this place to steal 
horses apd otherwise disturb the treaty, which they assured us they 
would hia themselves in. After we parted with them, we returned 


| to our boat and sailed round the first bend just below a large sand bar ; 
‘| here we killed some turkeys and encamped. 











A smart gust blew up which obliged us to pitch the tents, which we 
got done just before the rain came on. In holding the stake of the tent 


the axe flew off the handle and struck me on the back of my right hand, | 


and hurt it very much. The rain soon abated and we had a very good 
night. 
Thursday, Nov. 10th. 
Set out early, and pushed just above the mouth of Lochreys Creek on 
the south side where we put on shore to see a very pretty cane brake of 
small cane, which to me was a curiosity, and is really very beautiful. I 


cut several, some of them ten foot long, but very small, fit only for pipe 
stems or switch canes. Pushed on to our garrison, where we arrived at 


ten o’clock. 
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The distance to the big Bone Lick by the water route, is about three 
miles, and across land about thirteen miles. 

Much may be said on the subject of the big bones; some gentlemen 
are of opinion they were not the elephant, but the rhinoceros; others, 
particularly the ingenious Dr. Hunter of London, are of opinion they 
were a very dangerous and destructive animal of ‘the cargivorous kind, 
and that the destruction of them was a mercy to mankind. How just 
this gentlemans opinion may be, I will not attempt to controvert, as I 
have neither seen the elephant or rhinoceros, but it strikes me very forci- 
bly that animals of such great size, could by. no means in their power, 
catch a sufficiency of the animal food to sustain them, the country being 
woody, I think it was impossiole for them to pass through with the rapidity 
necessary to catch buffalo, and all other animal food for them is quite out 
of the question, as the quantity necessary to support them must require 
more than a good hunter could procure were he devoted to their service ; 
but the herbage of the country has certainly been, and yet is, of the most 
luxuriant kind, and in the greatest abundance, which would always give 
them an easy and plentiful subsistance. Iam rather, from these reasons, 
inclined to think them a granivorous animal, be it elephant or not. 

On our arrival, I found Mr. Zane had come m; he had found the seven 
cattle but could not get them drove in, they being as wild as buffalo, there- 


‘ fore have no gther chance than’ sending out people to hunt and shoot 


them. 

In our absence Capt. Doyle got the fort cleared of the stumps and 
chimneys to our huts. 

Friday, Nov. 11th. 

The pickets were all up and gates shut and safe. 

This day a Wyandot man come in from hunting, no news. 

After night a beat with people passed for the falls, they would not 
come to, but told us they had passed the troops at Muskingum six days 
ago. To day put up the flag staff and began the big chimney. 

Saturday, Nov. 12th. 

All hands bringing up stones and building the block house chimneys. 
The weather is very fine and the people healthy, and every thing com- 
fortable. 

Sunday, Nov. 13th. 

This day aboutnine A. M. o’clock Gen. Parsons arrived and produced his 
commission from Congress appointing him one of the Commissioners for 
Indian affairs ; he also brought me a number of public and several pri- 
vate letters. One boat, which Capt. O’Hara had sent off with salt pro- 
visions, came also in his company. 

This gentleman was fired on by ‘the Indians at the double Island above 
the station at Limestone. , 

There came also in the afternoon, one Mr. Davis one, of the U.S. sur- 
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veyors, in a boat belonging to Mr. Fowler, commanded by Mr. Huling, 
bound to post St. Vincent on the Wabash; and two flats with families 


-bound to Beardstown arid the Falls of Ohio. 





By Gen. Parsons I hada letter from Capt. Hutchins, with the infor- || 





mation of one 
bers was killgd, and the stores at that place robbed by the Wyandotts, 
and the goods divided between themselves and the Delawares. Anda 
letter from Maj. Doughty with Capt. Pipe’s, of the Delawares, speech in 


behalf of his nation and the Wyandots, in which he endeavored to ap- | 


pologize for their conduct. 

Capt. Hutchins speaks in his letter, of the refusal of the Indians to 
send him chiefs to protect him and his surveyors, and this conduct deter- 
mined him and them to quit the surveying and return to Congress. _ It 
was ever my opinion that his requisition would not be complied with, and 
that it was wrong for him to demand the chiefs to come for that purpose, 
as there had been no such. stipulation in the treaty ; but that if he had 
requested some of the young men to come and hunt, for which he might 
have promised them pay, he might have gone on, and they would have 
answered the double purpose of protection and providing; and that such 
conduct would have conveyed to the Indians the determination of the 
United States to proceed agreeable to the treaty in laying out the lands, 
which I think the Indians would not have attempted to prevent. 

To be continued. 


who had been at. at the time Cham- | 
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BRADDOCK’S ROUTE TO THE. MONONGAHELA. 

The defeat of Gen. Braddock is one of the most important and inter- 
esting incidents in the history of the settlement of thiscountry. It is im- 
portant on account of its immediate influenee upon the condition of the 
frontier inhabitants of Pennsylvania, Maryland and. Virginia, and also as 
the first blow in a war whose ravages were more widely extended than 
those of any which preceded it. It is also a most: interesting event be- 
cause in it Washington first gave tokens of that skill and firmness which 
he afterwards so effectively displayed in defence of .our country’s. inde- 
pendence. 

We have therefore always been very anxious to cast all possible light 
now attainable, upon the event. 

Several months ago we received from that indefatigable delver in the 
early annals of our country, Jared Sparks, Esq., of Salem, Massachusetts, 
a-letter containing some valuable information as to the rout of Gen, Brad- 
dock after leaving Gist’s farm, not far from where Connelsville, now 
stands. That letter we, for reasons which it is unnecessary to mention, 
have withheld from publication; but those reasons; no longer existing, 
we now publish it—premising only a few introductory remarks. 

Mr. Sparks as the biographer of Washington, and as, the collator of 
his papers, and as a most indefatigable searcher after the whele truth in 
our early history, enjoyed extraordinary advantages, so that his state- 
ments, in all such matters, should always command the utmost confidence. 
We have, however, now before us, a draught of . the Monongahela. and 
Youghiogany rivers,” taken by Joseph Shippen, Jr., in'1759. .On this 
draught the rout of Gen. Braddock is distinctly laid dowa from Cumber- 
land to Stewart’s Crossings, now Connelsville, and thence to a point 
about twelve or fourteen miles, nearly due north, and.of course: some 
four or five miles east of the Youghioghany. From that point the line of 
march is not laid down, until within about six miles of the Monongahela 
river, at Braddock’s first ford, about one mile and a half below, McKees- 
port; from that point it is distinctly trated across the Monongahela twice 
to the field of battle. As Mr. Shippen was Brigade ,Major in General 
Forbes’ army, and in that capacity visited this place within four years 
after Braddock’s defeat, we may well suppose that he had accurate in- 
formation as to the rout of that unfortunate General, 

Extract of a letter from Jared Sparks, Esq. to the editor of the Olden 


Time. 
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| to you the manuscript. I suppose you wish it to be sent by mail. [ 





“THE OLDEN ‘TIME! 
3 ek ee Salem, Mass., Feb. 18th 1847. 
Dear Sim :—There is a copy of the “ Memorial,’ which you mention- 
ed, in the Library of Harvard College, which I believe is complete. I 
shall obtain it soon, and will have the missing pages copied, and forward 
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once compared this translation with the original, and found it clumsily 
executed, but the substance is probably retained. 

Having heretofore examined with care the details of Braddock’s expe- 
dition, I am ‘persuaded that the following, as far as it goes, is'a correct 
account of his tmarch from Gist’s plantation. | 

On the 30th of June the army forded the Youghiogany at Stewart’s 
Crossings, and then passed a rough road over'a mountain. A few miles 
onward they came to a great swamp, which detained them part of a day 
in clearing a road. They next advanced to Salt Lick Creek, now called 
Jacob’s Creek, where a council of war was held, on the 3d of July, to 
consider a suggestion of Sir John St. Clair, that Col. Dunbar’s: detach- 
ment should be ordered to join the main body. This proposal was re- 

















jécted, on the ground that Dunbar could not join them in less than thir- 
teen days ; that this would cause such a consumption of provisions as to 
render it necessary to bring forward another convoy from Fort Cumber- 
land ; and that in the mean time the French might be strengthened by a 
reinforcement, which was daily expected at Fort Duquesne—and more- 
over; the two divisions could not move together after their: janction: 
On the 4th, the army again marched, and advanced to Turtle Creek, 
-about twelve miles from its mouth, where they arrived on the 7th inst. 
I suppose this to have been the eastern branch, or what is now called 
Rush Creek, and that the place at which they encamped was a short 
distance northerly from the present village of Stewartsville. It was Gen. 
Braddocks intention to cross: Turtle Creek, and approach Fort Duquesne 
on the other side ; but the banks were so precipitous, and presented such | 
obstacles to’crossing with his artillery and heavy baggage, that he hesi- | 
| 











tated, and Sir John St. Clair went out with a party to reconnoitre. On | 
his return before night, he reported that he had found the ridge which 

led to Fort Duquesne, but that considerable work would be necessary to pre- || 
pare a road for crossing Turtle Creek. . This route was finally abandoned, i 











the Monongahela, west of the Youghiogany, and near what is called in 
an old'map,“ Sugar Run.’’ When Braddock reached this place, it was 
his ‘design to pass ‘through the narrows, but he was informed by the | 
guides; who had been out to explore, that the passage was very difficult, | 
about two miles in length, with a river.on the left and a high mountain 
on'the right, and that much work must be done to make it. passable for | 
carriages. At the same time he was told that there were two good fords. | 
across the Monongahela, where the water was'shallow and the banks not 
steep. With these views of the case, he determined to cross the ford# | 


and on the 8th the army marched eight miles and encamped not far from | | 
| 
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the next morning. The order of march was given out, and all the ‘ar- 
| Tangements were made for an early movement. 


About eight o’clock, on the morning of the 9th, the advanced division 
under Col. Gage crossed the ford and pushed forward. After the whole 
army had crossed and marched about a mile, Braddock received a note 


| from Col. Gage, giving notice that he had passed the second ford with- 





| out difficulty. A little before two o’clock the whole army had crossed 


this ford, and was arranged in the order of march on the plain’near Fra+ 
zer’s house. Gage with the advanced party was then ordered to march, 


_ and while the main body was yet standing on the plain, the action began 


near the river. Nota single man of the enemy had before been seen. 
The distance, by the line of march, from Stewart’s Crossing to Turtle 
Creek, or Brush Creek, was about thirty miles. At this point the route 


| was changed almost to a right angle in marching to the Monongahela. 


The encampment was probably two or three miles from. the bank of the 
river, for Colonel Gage marched at the break of day, and did not ‘cross 


| the ford till eight o’clock. During the whole march from the Great 


Meadows, the pickets and sentinels were frequently assailed by scouting 
parties of French and Indians, and several men were killed, | Mr. Gist 
acted as the General’s guide. 

On the 4th of July two Indians went out to reconnoitre the country to- 
wards Fort Duquesne; and Mr. Gist/also on the same day, in a different 
direction. ‘They were gone two days. and all came in sight of the fort, 
but brought back no important intelligence. The Indians contrived to 


| kill and scalp a French officer, whom they found shooting within half 


a mile of the: fort. 

The army seldom marched more than six miles a day, and commonly 
not somuch. From Stewart’s Crossing to Turtle Creek, there were six 
encampments. During one day the army halted. 

I shall be much pleased to see Mr. Atkinson’s map. His knowledge 
of the ground will enable him to delineate Braddock’s route much more 
accurately than it can be done from any sources now attainable, 

I am, Sir, respectfully yours, 


JARED SPARKS. 
Neviiz B.'Cratey Esg., Pittsburgh. 


Since the foregoing letter was in type, we have received from Mr. T. 
C. Atkinson of Cumberland, Maryland, lately employed on the Pittsburgh 
and Connelsville Rail Road, a very able and interesting article on the 
subject of Braddock’s rout to the Monongahela, ‘with a very ‘beautiful 
map of the country, by Mr. Middleton, one of Mr. Atkinson’s assistants 
on the survey for the rail road. The article of ‘Mr. Atkinson, and the 
map, furnish all the information as to the march of Gen. Braddock’s army 
which can now be hoped for. 

Mr. Atkinson had for years devoted much time to the examination of 
the rout of the army of Braddock eastward, and some distance westward 
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of Cumberland, and his late employ along the Youghiogany and Monon- 
gahela, afforded him an opportunity to complete his work. 

As a striking evidence of the accuracy of his researches, we will men- 
tion that in tracing the rout, he was much surprised and puzzled by 
what seemed the strange divergence of the army from the Youghiogany 
river after passing it at Stewart’s Crossings. Yet the traditonary evi- 
dence and marks on the ground, seemed to establish beyond doubt the 
fact, that the army had passed far into the interior of our present county 





Pittsburgh and Greensburg Turnpike road, This seemed so far from 


evidence, could not entirely remove the posibility of doubt. Mr. Atkin- 
son himself was entirely satisfied as to the correctness of his own con- 
clusions, but of course, would be gratified to receive a confirmation, in.an 
authentic shape, of his own convictions. 


cedes these remarks, thus settling, most conclusively, the verity of many 
of the traditions current in the country, as to the erratic course of Brad- 
dock’s army from Stewart’s Crossings to the Monongahela river. 


of the early history of this country. 
The Pittsburgh and Connelsville Rail Road project cannot be regarded 
as an entirely fruitless effort; it has, at least, produced a most valuable 


historical essay. 


ing map, before our readers in'the next number of the Olden Time. 





MR. DRAPER’S LETTER. 
Oxr enthusiastic friead Lyman C. Draper, Esq. has once more favored 


in the course of his researches, preparatory to his History of the Pio- 
neers, We, insert the letter and accompanying articles. 

The first article is a copy of a speech delivered by La Fayette at Fort 
Stanwix, in 1784, and the replies of the Indians. This copy of that 
speech is almost literally the same as that which we published in our last 
number, and confirms oyr conjucture that it was delivered at Fort Stan- 
wix. 

Another article is in relation, to Braddock’s defeat. This we had read 
twenty years ago, and had for a long time lost sight of, but never forgot- 
ten it. For our own part, we giye it no credit; but as others may difler 
with us in opinion, we insert it. 

By turning to the first volume, page 75, of the Olden Time, it, will 
be seen that Dumas was in command at Fort Duquesne as late as the 23d 
of March, 1756, nearly nine months after Braddock’s defeat; this would 
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of Westmoreland, and near to Mount Pleasant, crossing the line of the | 


the natural and direct rout, that even the strong traditionary and other | 


Just at that crisis we received the letter from Mr, Sparks, which pre- | 


We are, deeply indeed, indebted to Mr. Atkinson, and also to his as: | 


sistant, Mr. Middleton, for their very valuable contribution in illustration | 


We hope to place both the article of Mr. Atkinson and the accompany: | 


us with a letter enclosing several interesting articles which he has found | 
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| luded to, must. have been Dumas, who succeeded to ithe command of the 
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hardly have been the case were the story about the jealousy of Contre- 
coeur, well founded. As to the Dumas who was mentioned in 1797, he 
was born in 1758, three years after Braddock’s defeat, He accompani- 
ed Napoleon to Prussia in 1812, and was alive and well in 1825. 

As to the story about Red Jacket, we still think it needs explanation. 
If true, it is smgular. that there is no notice of his opposition in the min- 
utes of the Conference, and no mention, even, of his:mame. 

The Indians may have held councils by themselves, and in those coun- 
cils Red Jacket may have opposed any proposition to make peace. 

Baltimore, Nov. 3d, 1847. 

Dear Sir :—The enclosed copy, from a file of the old Maryland Jour- 
nal of 1784, relative to La Fayette’s interview with the Indian chiefs at 
Fort Stanwix in that year, fully corroborates your supposition, that the 
address you published in your September number, was pronounced by 
La Fayette on that.occasion. You will readily discover that.this old 
newspaper copy of the address is substantially the same as that you have 
already published. The replies are interesting, and well worthy of pres- 
ervation, 

‘There can be no doubt, I think, that Red Jacket took part.in the treaty 
of Fort Stanwix. The touching incidents, extracted. from Levasseur, 
seems conclusive, sanctioned by Thatcher, Drake and Stone} 

Herewith you have a brief article copied from Hunt’s Wesiem Re- 
view for September 1819, relating to Braddock’s defeat. . The. ability 
with which Mr. Hunt conducted his Pioneer Magazine of the, West, to- 
gether with the apparent reliable source of the anecdote, give it, at least, 
an air of authenticity. I am presuming that Mr, Hunt’s authority for it, 
was the late Hon. John Brown, of Lexington, a distinguished member of 
Congress during Washington’s administration. The French officer al- 


French and Indians at Braddock’s defeat, after the death of M. de Beau- 
jeu. Mr. Sparks tells us, that Dumas ‘+ showed great presence of | mind 
in, rallying the Indians,” when they at the onset, receiving a heavy fire 
from the British, which they thought proceeded from artillery, consequent- 
ly * showed symptoms of wavering and retreat,” having already lost their 
gallant commander, M. de Beaujeu. It was unquestionably the! skilfg] 
management of M. Dumas that gave the victory to the French ; and it 
would appear quite probable, that he was the officer to whom Washing- 
ton had reference, 

It will. be recollected that M, de Contrecoeur commanded Fort Du- 
quesne, and as Braddock advanced with his formidable army, the French 
Captain hesitated what measures to take, believing his small force whol- 
ly inadquate to encounter so well appointed a foe. 

This corresponds very well with the anecdote of Mr. Hunt. In 176, 
according to the accurate Sparks, Dumas succeeded Contrecoeur in the 
command of Fort Duquesne ; and yet the latter, 1t would seem, prompt- 
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ed by jealousy, f found means to defame and crush Dumas. _ 


The sequel of this anecdote from the Western Review is gratifying— | 


that Dumas, in his old age, after years of unmerited neglect and disgrace, 
“ was made a general officer.” Let it be borne in mind, that La Fayette’s 
first return to France from this country, was in the begining of 1779, in | 
1780, Rochambeau’s army was sent to our assistance—and in that army | 
was a prominent officer named Dumas, who, in 1797, is styled “ General | 
Dumas: see-Sparks’ Washington, vol. XI, p. 206, 207, 208. 
Cordially and truly yours, 

LYMAN C. DRAPER. 





From the Maryland Journal. 
Baltimore Nov. 26, 1784. | 
Relation of what passed at the opening of the Treaty between the Uni- | 
ted States and the Indian natives at Fort Schuyler, October 3d, | 

1784, 
The deputies of Congress, those of Pennsylvania, the Marquis de La | 

Fayette, Mr. de Marbois, Consul General of France, and the Chev. | 

de Caraman,* went in a body to the Council room, where the Mar- 

quis pronounced in French the following discourse. 

«« Whilst I am thus drawing near unto my children, I thank the great 
Manitou who has brought me to this spot of peace, where I find you all 
smoking the calumet of friendship; If you remember the voice of 
Kayenlaah, remember also the belts and good counsels-which he so of- 
ten sent you. Iam come. to thank my faithful children, the chiefs of 
nations, the warriors the hearers of my words ;' and if the memory of a 
good parent was not more inclined to forget evil than good, I might now | 
punish those who, whilst they were opening their ears, kept their hearts 
shut up, with a blind hand lifting up the hatchet very high, struck their 
father. : 

“The cause of the Americans was a just’ one, did I then say to you, | 
it is that of humanity, it is therefore peculiarly yours ; remain neutral 
at least, and let the brave Americans take care of their independence and 
liberty.. Your father over the Great’ Lake will take them by the hand, 
the white birds will: soon cover their shores,'the great Ononthio, t like 
the sun, will clear away the clouds which hang over your heads, and the 
schemes of enemies will vanish like smoke. 

“ Listen not to Kayenlaah, did other people tell you, listen not to what 
-he'says. An army from the north will enter triumphantly into Boston, 
another will seize on Virginia. and the great warrior Washington, at the 
hhead of ‘your fathers and brothers, be obliged to abandon their country. 
This, and a great deal more, was said by people, who though they had 
their eyes opened, yet kept your’s shut. Peace is made—you know its 

* This gentleman was named by Indians, Saganah-Hoassy, a great warrior, 
{ The name given by the Iroquois to the King of France. 
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conditions—and in pity to some of you, I shall not repeat them. My 
predictions are accomplished ; listen, then, to the fresh, advice of your 
| father Kayenlaah, and let my voice resound throughout the nation, 

«“ What have you ever gained, or rather what have you. not lost, by 
|| meddling with the quarrels of the whites? Be wiser than they ; keep 
peace among yourselves, and make use of the favorable dispositions 
‘ which the council of the great Congress seem to manifest. The Amer- 
| icans are brothers to the French, your ancient fathers.. This union will 
| be as permanent as it is advantageous and useful. Henceforth the. great 
| Ononthio will always hold them by the hand, and they wish to hold 
| yours also ; this will make a bright chain. ‘lrade then with the Amer- 
| icans, your brethren, and with such of your fathers as have crossed the 
| Great Lake. In selling your lands, take care not to fool them away for 
| brandy ; dispose of them to the great council of the Congress for valua- 
| ble considerations. If you have listened well to my words, { have said 
! enough—repeat them one to another. I shall hear from you from the 
| other side of the Great Lake ; and untill come again to smoke with you 
| and lie on your mats ; I wish you health, fortunate huntings, peace and 
plenty, and the fulfilling of such of your dreams as_ foretell .good 
luck. 





said : 

“Let the last advice of Kayenlaah, (our great chief from Ononthio,) our 
father be obeyed ; to receive thy words, father, we have heard thy voice, 
and we are glad thee hast revisited they children, in order to give them 
good and wholesome advice. Thee hast said that we had listened to the 
wicked, and shut our ears against thy voice. That is true, father; we, 
the Mohawks, have quitted the good path; we have been. surrounded 
with a black cloud——but we are returned, and desire thee should find in 
| us good and dutiful children. 

« Truly, father, it pleaseth us to hear thy manly voice amongst us, 
| which without wounding us, does us a great deal of good; it seems as 
though Manitou had led thee hither on purpose to smoke with thy new- 
| ly found children. 4 

| . “Kayenlaah, our father, as to our situation, thee hast said right ;, but 
we hope that the great Kitchy Manitou will henceforth lead our feet in 
the good path, and that our past follies may be forgot, to the end we may 
| enjoy peace, be unanimous in all our doings. _Our father, we feel that 
all thy words are the words of truth, and experjence hath showed us that 
all thy foretellings are come to pass. Thee talks of peace; that is our 
wish, and the main point which leads us here. Kayenlaah, our father, 
——— 'tis of old that children must obey their fathers, and that. it belongs 
to them to chastise and reprove them when they do wrong ; we know it, 
and the Great Spirit will so purify our hearts that thee shall be glad to 
have spared our lives, which we have forfeited. 
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The chief of the Mohawks rose, and holding up a belt of wampum, 
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friendly nations thus addressed the Marquis. 
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~~ éOur’ father, we . fetnember thy | words s seven years ago; all, all are 
come to pass. Yes, all thee hast said is true, and that is the reason we | 
are now come to smoke together the pipe of peace and friendship. Thee || 
observeth that the alliance between the French and Americans is and in- || 
dissoluble chain ; we believe it, our father. Thee hast advised us not to | 
trifle our land away for strong drinks; we sadly want this salutary ad- 
vice, for that is the source of all our follies and calamities, and we wish 
that in this great council nothing bad may ensue. 

Our father, thy words of this day shall be heard among the Six Na- | 
tions, and they will love to strengthen and brighten the chain which is 
going to unite us together. 

“ Our father, we shall say no more to-day, because it is not fitting for 
us to multiply our words ; we enjoy the presént moment, and we will 
assist at the great council of the United States, and we felicitate the mem- 
bers thereof on their safe arrival here. Thee hast said that thee depart- | 
est to-morrow ; may be we shall add something more then.” 

On the next day there was another meeting, when the orators of the 


“ Kavenraan, our FatuHer :— 

“ Let all the nations he: » present, open their ears, as well as the great 
warriors of our father Ononthio. Thy speech of yesterday holds forth | 
felicitations, reproofs and counsels ; we receive them all in good part, be- 
cause we well remember thy words seven years ago; they preserved us 
in the right path. Behold this belt—received from our father Montcalm, 
some twenty years ago, by our fathers ; he told us we should aways hold | 
it fast. 

“ Kayenlaah, our father, all thy words are come to pass; therefore, 
we receivd, with pleasure, those of yesterday.’’ 

The Marquis delivering back the great belt, said tae 

“JT am glad to see you have so faithfully preserved this ancient belt, | 
and that it has had so good an effect on many nations which it has pre- 
vented from taking up the hatchet against the United States. France | 
shall always hold one end of that belt, whilst the other end shall be held 
also by the great Congress. | 

“Tthank you for your fidelity in following my counsels, and shutting | 
your ears against the encmies of their great Island.” i 

A Huron chief arose and said :— 

“ Kayenlaah, our father, open thy ears to the few words I am going to 
address thee before thy departure. 

“The children of the North have long been those of the great Onon- | 
thio: thy words have pleased us because they are true. First thee be- | 
ginneth with thanking Great Manitow for bringing thee here. We thank | 
him also for the same, and wish that, through his influence, thy counsels | 
may become as so many blessings. We thank thee for all thy words, and | 
in thanking thee thus, we bid thee farewell. i 
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“Kayenlaah, our father, one word more. When we left the people 
of the North, the Governor of Canada gave us exhortations analagous 
to thy words. He advised us to behave decently, and to bring with us 
none but words of peace in the great council of the thirteen United 
States, saying that peace was made between the English and the Amer- 
cans. Is not that like thy speech? He advised us, likewise, to live in 
friendship with all the nations who may come to Niagara.” 

Towanoganda, a Seneca chief, arose and said :-— 

“Kayenlaah, our father, great warrior of Ononthio, open they ears to 
the few words I have to say. 





«Thou acknowledgest the superintending power of the Great Mani- 


well remember thy words seven years ago, at Fort Johnson, which: were 
that thee knewest well the ground of the dispute between England and. 
America, and that the cause of the latter was just,and that the great On- 
onthio would establish a bright chain which would last forever. Thee 
has called on our memory for the fulfilling of thy words. Thee has giv- 
en us also good and important counsels for our conduct at this great 
council. 

“Our father. open thy ears once more. We had no time yesterday to 
deliberate on thy words. Every nation is liable to err, and we have 
committed a great many faults at the instigation of Great Britain. We 
have been overcome; but it becomes all wise nations to forgive, and par- 
ticularly the victorious one. Thee hast heard our voice, all our thoughts 
are re-united round this great fire, kindled by the Congress, the repre+ 
sentatives of which are here present. We hope, and our confidence is 
founded on this treaty. If the Americans address us with the words of 
peace, all will go well, and peace cover all the nations. Father, carry 
with thee this belt, and remember our words.”’ 





Tue Merquis’ Answer. 

* We return thanks to the Governor of Canada for his good wishes for 
the success of this treaty ; you ought also to thank him for his good 
counsels, in telling you to make the best peace you can with the great 
Congress. 

“TI rejoice to see my children reprobating their ancient errors ; I wish 
sincerely that all the nations may forget all past animosities, and bury 
the hatchet. With equal sincerity, I wish that in the present situation 
of things, every circumstance may coincide to render the ensuing treaty 
advantageous to the Nations as well as to the United States. Full of 
that strong confidence, I feel for you all an entire return of my paternal 
affection. \ With these words, and with these sentiments, which are those 
of my heart, I bid you farewell, in order to return across the Great Lake 
to the great Ononthio.”’ 
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itou which has brought thee to this place of peace and friendship... Thea | 
thee sayest that, as a good father, thee loves to forget and forgive. We | 
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THE MEETING OF LA FAYETTE AND RED JACKET AT 
‘ BUFFALO, IN 1825. 

« Wevhad the pleasure of seeing an old Indian chief of the Senecas, 
who had acquired a great reputation for courage and eloquence, not only 
among his own people, but also among the whites, who called him Red 
Jacket. This extraordinary man, ‘although much broken by time and 
intemperance, still preserved to a surprising degree, the exercise of all 
his faculties.’ He immediately recognized Gen. La Fayette, and recalled 
tohis recollection that they had been together in 1784 at Fort Schuyler, 
where a great council had been held, in which the interests of ull the 
Indian:nations, whether friendly or otherwise, who could have any rela- 
tion to the United States, were settled. ‘The General replied to him that 
he had not forgotten .this circumstance, and demanded of him if ‘he 
knew what had become of the young Indian who ‘had so eloquently op- 
posed the burying of the tomahawk. “ He.is before youy’’ replied the 
son of the forest, with all the brevity of his-expressive language.’ “Time 


| has much changed us,’’ said the General to him, * for then we were 


young and active.”” “Ah!” exclaimed Red Jacket, “ time has been less 
severe on you than on me; he has left you a fresh countenance, anda 
head well. covered with hair; whilst for me—look!’’ and untying the 
handkerchief that: covered his head, he showed us, with a melancholy 
air, that his head was entirely;bald. The bystanders could not help 
smiling at the simplicity of the Indian, who appeared to be ignorant of 
the means of repairing the injuries of time ;.but were cautious not to ex- 
plain his error ; and perhaps did right, for he might: have confounded a 
wig with a scalp, and wished to have.regarnished his head at the expense 
of thatof one of his neighbors. Like all the Indians, who have. pre- 
served their primitive haughtiness, Red Jacket obstinately. adheres to his 
native’ language, and entertains a great contempt for. all others. | Al- 
though it was easy to see that he understood English perfectly, he re- 
fused to: reply to the questions of Gen. La Fayette before they were 


‘translated into Seneca by his imterpreter. The General having remem- 


bered a few Indian words which he had learned during his youth, pro 
nounced them before him; he appeared sensible of this politeness, which 
singularly augmented the high opinion he already entertained of Le 
Fayette. 
Levassrur's, Tour 18 AMERICA 
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ORIGINAL ANECDOTE: 

The following anecdbte is from’ the September number’ of Hunt's 
Western Review, of 1819. 

“The following anecdote, connected with ‘the history of Braddock’s 
defeat, has not, as far as we know, been published before. Wevhave'it 
from a gentleman of the highest-respectability, who-received it from Gen. 
Washington! himself. 

« When Gen. Braddock was marching towards Pittsburgh, a French 
Captain asked the commander of the French and Indian forces, to'givé 
him a suitable detachment to go out and meet the British and Amer 
icans.’ The commander declined to do this, but told the Captain that he 
might make an effort to enlist vdlunteers. The Captain accepted of the 
proposal, and all the soldiers in the fort offered their services. '' The re- 
sult ‘surprised and mortified the commander, and he Jimited the number 
of white men to sixty, while he permitted all the Indians, amounting: to 
eight or nine hundred, to join the enterprise. With’ this: force, the 
French Captain went out, and defeated Braddock, as is already known, 
by a well planned ambuscade. The commander was extremely chagrin- 
ed at this issue of an expedition, which he had publicly discouraged, 
and even represented as quixotic.. He indeéd commended the’Captain as 
he sent him to’ Quebec, but the praise of the exploit was not his own, and 
the public sentiment, too liberally and cordially, bestowed encomiams up- 
on the heroic officer, to allow the jealousy and envy of the commander to 
sleep. 

The French officers were in the habit of using the public property 
freely, without any notice being taken of the practice.- This was siezed 
as an occasion to bring a charge uf peculation against the hero of Brad- 
dock’s field. He was cashiered after trial, and lived in disgrace’ in 
France. ‘The story was told to Marquis La Fayette by Gen. Washing- 
ton afterwards, during the war of our Revolution, and when the Marquis 
returned to France, he detailed it at the court of Versailles. Great inter- 
est-was excited, and diligent inquiry was immediately made after the un- 
fortunate Captain. He was at last found living in Provence, was brought 
to court amidst congratulations, and made a general officer in triumph. 
It was found upon investigation, that his persecutor had died but a short 
time before.’’ U. 





THE YELLOW CREEK MURDER: v 

The celebrated speech said to have been delivered by: Logan, cast im! 
p¥tations upon the character of Cresap, which, if true, should for ever 
stigmatize his memory ; and if false, should be axplained away. 

Our own conviction, that the accusation was unfounded, has long 
been clear and décided ; and we think that the evidence which we farn- 
ished in the number of our present volume, ought to satisfy 
any impartial mind. The evidence of Joseph Tomlinson, who was'at 
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Baker’s Bottom on the day of the-murders, is,conclusive ; provided his 
statement is.entitled to credit. A friend;who takes. some interest. in the 
memories both of Cresap and Tomlinson, has sent.to us a, correspondence 
which he had, with two respectable citizens of Cumberland, Maryland, 
which we here introduce. 

My pear Sin:-—The question of Col. Cresap’s participation in the 
murder of Logan’s relatives, has indirectly led to some imputations on 
the memory of the late Benjamin Tomlinson, Esq. As Mr. Tomlinson 
was at the house of Mr. Baker, at Yellow Creek, the day these. unfor- 
tunate Indians were slain there, he knew the whole facts and en being 
called upon, gave a statement on oath, of his knowledge of the event, 
which completely. exonerated Col. Cresap from all share in it. 

The question, having assumed a party aspect, owing to the. position of 
Mr: Jefferson'as the head of the Democratic party in the United States, 
and.also the channel through which Logan’s melancholy story first reach. 
ed the world, many warm politicians construe any defence of Colonel 
Cresap into an attack upon their favorite statesman, consequently Mr. 
Tomlinson has come in fora share of reproach, and his presence at the 
house made a ground of insinuation against him. 

As you were well acquainted with Mr. Tomlinson, I beg you to say 
| what were your opportunities for knowing him? What the impression 
made on your mind, of his character?, What was his reputation for ver 
acity and, intelligence? What was his general standing among his fel- 
low citizens? Do you not know that Mr. Tomlinson belonged to the 
Democratic party all his life, and that all his.sympathies would have led 
him to sustain Mr. Jefferson, or their question, if his regard for the truth 
would have allowed him todo so? Was. Mr. Tomlinson a relative by 
_ || marriage,or otherwise of Col. Cresap, and if so, do you believe that relar 

| tionship would have induced him to distort the facts ? 
¥our early, answer will oblige your 





Obedient servant, 
THOS, CC, ATKINSON,: 


Cumberland, March 11, 1847; 
Cumberland, March 20th, 1847; 





Dear Sir :—I received yours of the 11th inst., requesting-my knowl- 
edge of Benjamin Tomlinson. 

My acquaintance with him was from 1801 to the year of his death, in 
1838. I was often at his house on parties of pleasure, and on business, 
heing. Deputy Sheriff; and Sheriff and Collector. till. 1807, In 1800 we 
were opposing candidates forthe State Legislature, and from my know!l- 
edge of him, I, was fully impressed with the belief that he was a man of 
intelligence. and of strict veracity ; andas a proof thereof, and that he 
stood. high in the.opinion of his fellow citizens, he was. often elected to 
the. State Legislature by the Republican party, and I always, heard him 
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spoken of as 4 Republican or Demoerat, until 1824, when I believe he 


| became a friend. of Mr. Crawford’s for President,and.in'the' latter part of 


his life, he joined the Whig party: He was,at no.time of my acquaint- 
ance with him, considered a Federalist. I believe he:was at all times a 


| warm friend of. Thomas Jefferson’s, and did sustain him as far as a strict 
| regard to truth would permit. 


I do not, know that he, was related to the Cresap family, but if he was, 
no relationship, nor any shing else would, { believe, have induced him to 
distort any facts, and I never heard his veracity doubted by any¥man. I 
am, sit, Yours, very respectfully, L, HILLERY. 





Cumberland, March 15th, 1647. 

Dear Sir In reply to your hote of the 1th inst., I say that I knew 
the late venerable Benjamin Tomlinson intimately” well for the last five 
years of his life. 

Long before my acquaintance with him, I had’ read the famous Logan 
speech, as published in Mr. Jefferson's Notes on Virginia. The first 
time I ever saw him, was at his own house in the year 1838. Perhaps 
some observation of mine about'the beauty of the surrounding scenery, 
led him at once, back to the first settlement of this part of the country by 
the whites, and. their border wars with the Indians. Heat that time, 
and afterwards, recounted many thrilling’ incidents of his early life. 
think it was at our first’ interview that I introduced the subject of the 
Logan speech, and wished to know his impresion about the truth or false- 
hood of the charge made against Col, Cresap by Logan, as contained in 
it) He stated without any apparent ‘bias, and as a mere matter of his« 
tory, that Cresap. had nothing whatever to do with’the killing’of Logan’s 
family, and was not near the place when it occurred; ‘that the act was 
committed by Col. Greathouse’s party, who had no connection with Cre- 
sap, and did hot act under his-directions ; and that he, (Mr. Tomlinson,) 
was not present atthe catastrophe, and had no'share in it, but-was: ab- 
sent in: pursuit of some horses that had been turned out to graze. 

From: an intercourse of several years, I was led’ to form a very high 
opinion of Mr. Tomlinson's: character, both for truth’ and intelligence, 
Time and observation have strengthened that opinion. No one of any: 
sect or party in this community would, during hislife time here, have 
called in question the truth of any statement: made by him, touching his 
own knowledge of any fact. 

He was, from the time when the lines of party distinction were drawn, 
a, Democrat of the Jefferson school in politics; hence his sympathies 
would have led him to sustain rather than to controvert any statement 
made by Mr. Jefferson on this, or any other subject. Formany years he 
was.an activemember of that party, and as such, angeenny served in the 
Legislative of the: State, 

Itis true that Mr. Tomlinson was recently connected with a branch of 
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the Cresap family’; but it is equally true that his wife was'a Miss Great: 
house, who I believe’ was a connection of the’ Col!’ Greathotisé whose 
party, agreeably to his own statement, killed Logan's family ;‘but I do 
not believe that the fact of such conneetion, whether by marriage or oth- 
erwise, would have caused him to'swerve one jot from the honest triith; 
in making any statement of fact. 

In saying ‘this, | am) actuated’ by no other’ motive that a desire to do 
justice to the dead, 'by correcting as far’as I-cany what’ may’ bée'sup posed 
to be'a mere error of the living.’ I, in common with all who knew’ Mr. 
Tomlinson, venerated the man for ‘his‘many excellencies while he lived, 
and shall be happy, if in any way,-I-can shield his memory from the as- 
persions of those who seem disposed to cast nettles on his grave. 

I am truly yours, JAMES SMITH. 

To T, C.. Arxiyson, Ese. ' 

GENERAL, WM. IRVINE. 

This gentleman, succeed Col. Brodhead\in the command ofthis post in 
March, ‘1781...-; 

The difficulties of Col.. Brodhead; with, Col,,Gibson; seems.te have led 
toa very great relaxation of, military discipline, here, and. probably ren- 
dered it necessary to send. here an officer of. higher tank, and perhaps a 
more rigid disciplinarian, » For this parpose Gen. Irvine, am Irishman by 
birth; though a Pennsylyanian by adoption, was selected. :His grandson, 
Dr. Wm.) A. Irvine of Warren county, has kindly promised us the use of 
part of his correspondence while in. command here. ..We hope to find 
mucli of, interest, in his letters when, they come, to,hand. - Inthe mean 
time-we give. the following letter describing. the state of affairs here upon 
his-arrival.; ;We extract it from Day’s Historical Collections of Pennisyl 
Vania. 
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Fort Pitt, March 20th, 1782. 
Sinz--L arrived (returned) there: the 25th of March ;) atthat time 
things were in greatet confusion than can well he conceived.) -'The:coun- 
try people were to all/appearance in a fit of phrenzy; about three: hun- 
dred had just teturned from the Moravian towns, where they found about 
ninety men, women and children, all of whom they put to death, ’tis said 


_ after cool deliberation-and considering the matter for three days. The 


while:were colle¢ted into their church, and tied when singing hymns. 
On their return, a party came and attacked a few Delaware Indians! who 
have yet. remained. with, us on a small Island close by this garrison ; 


killed two who | had. captain’s comniissions in our ‘service, and several: 


others, 'the remainder’ effected their escape into the fort, except two who 
ran into the woods and have not since been heard of. ‘There was an.of- 
ficers’ guard. onthe Island at the same time; but he either did not do 
his duty, or his men connived at the thing—which, I-am not yet/able to 
ascertain.’ »'This: last. outrage was committed the day before Ivarrived. 
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Nothing of this nature has been attempted since. A number of wrong- 
headed men had conceiyed an opinion that Col. Gibson was a friend to 
Indians, and that he must be killed also. These transactions, added to 
the then mnutinous. disposition. of the regular troops, had nearly brought 
on the.loss of the whole country. | 1 am confident, if this, post, was evac- 
uated, the bounds;of-Canada would be extended to the Laurel Hill in a 
few weeks. I have the pleasure, however, to, inform your excellencg 
that things now wear a more favorable aspect, The troops.are again ré- 
duced to obedience ; and I have had a meeting, or convention, of. the 
county Lieutenants and ‘several field officers, with whom Ihave made 
arrangements for defending their frontier, and who promise to exert them- 
selves in) drawing, out the. militia, agreeable to the law, on my.requisi+ 
tions. 

« Civil authority is by no means. properly established in.this country ; 
which I doubt not, proceeds in some degree from inattention in. the exec- 
utive of Virginia. and Pennsylvania not running the, boundary line 
which is at present an excuse for neglect of duty of all kinds for at least 
twenty miles on each side the line. More evils will ‘arise from this than 
people are ‘aware of. <A certain J is at the head of this party ;, he 
is ambitious, restless, and some say disaffected ; most people, however, 
agree, he'is open to,corruption.. He has been in England since the’ be- 
gining of the present war. Should these people. actually emigrate, they 
must be entirely cut off, or immediately take protection from the British, 
which I fear is the real design of some of the party, though I think a 
great majority have no other views than to acquire lands. 

As I apprehended taking. cognizance of the matters would come best 





from the civil departments, I have written to, the governors of,. Virginia‘ 


and Pennsylvania on the subject, which [ should ‘not. have done till I 
had. first’ abquainted your excellency thereof, but for this: consideration, 
viz: that the 20th of May is the day appointed for the emigrants to ren- 
dezvous ; consequently a representation from you, would be too late, in 
case the states should think. proper.to take measures, to to. prevent 
them.” 


An we 





GEN. WILLIAM IRVINE. 

An officer in the revolutionary, war, was born in Ireland, and educated 
for the profession of medicine. . During the war between France and 
England, which commenced in 1754, and ended in 1763, he served for 
a time as a surgeon on board of a British ship of war, and soon after the 
conclusion of peace, removed to America, and continued the practice of 
his profession in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

He was a member of the conyention which met at Philadelphia, July 
15, 1774, and recommended the meeting of a general congress. In Jan- 
uary, 1776, he was authorized to raise and command a regiment.of the 
Pennsylygnia line, which in a few months afterwards was fully equipped, 














} 
[a 











Be 








H 


Pesan get ae sp een — Seer se 





480 THE OLDEN TIME. 

In the following Juue, he was taken prisoner in the unsuceessful attempt 
made by General Thompson to surprise the van guard of the British 
army, then stationed at the village of Trois Rivieres, in Canada, and was 
carried to Québec, where’ he remained in durance until April, 1778, 
when ‘he was exchanged. Immediately after his release, he was pro- 
moted to the second Pennsylvania brigade, and in 1781, he was intrusted 
with the defence of the north-western frontier, which was’ threatened by 
the British and Indians. The charge was one that required not only 
courage and firmness, but great prudence and judgment, and was exe- 
cuted by Gen. Irvine in'a manner which fully justified the choice of him 
made by Gen. Washington. After the war, he was elected a member of 
Congress under the confederation, and he was also a member of the con- 
vention which framed the constitution of Pennsylvania. When the 
whiskey insurrection broke out in that State, in 1794, two sets of com- 
missioners, the one representing the United States, and the other the 


Commonwealth, were first despatched to the insurgents, in order to in- 
duce them to return to their duty, and amongst the latter was Gen, 
Irvine. This measure, however, proving ineffectual, force was resorted 
to, and Gen. Irvine was placed at the head of the Pennsylvania militia, 
and contributed greatly to the successful result of the affair. About this 
time he reeheve with his family from Carlisle to Philadelphia, where 
he became intendant of military stores, and president of the Pennsylva- 
nia Society of Cincinnati. He continued to reside in that city, univer- 
sally respected for his public dnd private virtues, until the summer of 
1804, when a period was put to his life by an inflammatory disorder, in 
the 63d year of his age.—Encyclopedia Americana. 





PHILADELPHIA. 


A friend, some time since, lent us a copy of an old work called 
“ Geography Reetified, or a description of the world in all its Kingdoms, 
Provinces, Countries, Islands, Cities, &c., &c., by Robt. Morden, pub- 
lished in London, in the year 1688; one hundred and fifty-nine years 
ago. 

This country was then almost unknown, but we find the following de- 
rer go of our eastern Emporium, which had a few years before been 
1d out. 

“ PuitaDeLPuia.The expectation of those that are concerned 1m this 
Province, is at last laid out to the great content of those here, that are 
any ways interested therein, The situation is a neck of land, and lieth 
between two navigable rivers Delawaré and Schuylkill, whereby it hath 
two fronts upon the water, each a mile, and two from river to river. 
Delaware is a glorious river, but the Schuylkill being one hundred miles 
hoatable above the falls, aud its course north-east torwards the fountain of 
Susquehanna, that tends tothe heart/of the Province, and both sides 
our own, it is like to be a great part of the settlement of this age. But 
thig I will say for the good providence of God, that of all the many places 
I have seen in the world, I remember not one better seated ; so that it 
seems to me to liave been appoitited for a town, whether we regard the 
rivers,:or the conveniency of the coves, docks, springs, the loftiness and 
soundness of the land and air, held by the people of these parts to be 
very good, 
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